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The. SPEAKER
2.30 o’clock p.m.

Prayers.

REPORT—MUNICIPAL SUBSIDIES
INQUIRY.

Mr, H. BROWN brought up the re-
port of the select committee appointed
to inguire into alleged overpayments of
subsidies to municipalities. Report re-
eeived, read, and ordered to be printed
with the evidence.

.

QUESTION—MEEKATHARRA RAIL-
WAY PROJECT.

Mr. HOLMAN asked the Premier:
1, Is My, Montgomery’s report in eon-
neetion with the proposed railway from
Nannine to Meekatharra available 7 . 2,
If so0, is it his intention to place the
gsame on the table of the Honse imme-
diately?

The PREMIER rephed I understand
that Mr. Montgomery is engaged on the
exhaustive report at the present time,
but the preliminary reports he has sub-
mitted will be available and will be laid
on the table to-morrow.

BILL — METROPOLITAN WATER
AND SEWERAGE AMENDMENT,

Introduced by the Minister for Works,
and read a first time.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: Death of Mignonette
Coheny, papers asked for by Mr. Breb-
ber,
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Black Range Railicay.

By the Minister for Works : Publie

Works Annual Report for 1906-7.

BILL—MOUXNT MAGNET-BLACK
RANGE RAILWAY.

Second Reading.

Resumed from the 24th Qetober.

Mr. J. B. HOLMAN (Mwrehison) : It
is not my intention to violently oppose
the passage of this Bill, but I would
not be doing my duty if I did not point
out exactly what my opinions are in
regard to this measure. Of eourse there
is one question that can be settled easily.
It has been said in certain portions of
this State that this railway should be
built from the Eastern Goldfields, start-
ing from Leonora and passing through
Lawlers to Black Range; but it wonld
be madness to undertake a work of that
deseription, and T do not think the pro-
jeet would be considered for a moment.
At the same time, when it comes to
a question of giving railway communi-
cation to any goldfield, it is necessary
for us to consider from what centre the
railway should start to tap the best
country, because the matter of an extra
few miles of railway carriage is not an
important factor. If we ean open up
a belt of auriferous eountry that will
employ a considerable number of men,
it should be a matter for eonsideration.
The Premier has said that he realises
that it is essential that these outbaeck
places should have railway communica-
tion. I am of the same opinion, but at
the same time 1t seems to me that before
railway communication ean be given to
any mining distriet there must be some
powerful company operating in the dis-
triet. For instance, take the goldfields
railways that have been promised and
built by this Government. Theve is the
Phillips River Railway. "~ We koow that
while the prospectors held that portion
of the State, and while the State owned
the smelter and when it would have been
in the best interests of the State itself
to build the railway, there was little
consideration given towards the imme-
diate construetion of that railway.

The Minister for Mines : Your own
people suggested building a line by pri-
vate enterprise.
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My, HOLMAN: I know what my own
people suggested very well; but I know
that when Mr. Kaufman secured
at very low figures hundreds of acres in
that pari of the State from the prospee-
tors, for whom the railway should have
been built, the railway was immediately
taken in hand. It was the quickest
construction of any of the mining rail-
ways on record.

The Premier : It was not started
nearly so premptly as the Coolgardie-
Norseman railway.

Mr. HOLMAN: Yes, it was; because
the Coolgardie-Norseman Railway has
been a1 matter for consideration for the
last ten or twelve years., It was praeti-
cally passed in this Chamber many vears
ago.

The Premier: What, a Bill ¢

My, HOLMAN: No, a resolution. We
know that it was only the fact that Es-
perance might have taken away a por-
tion of the Western Australian trade
from Fremautle and given it to South
Australia, that prevented the construe-
tion of the rvailway many years ago.
But it was altogether different at Phil-
lips River. Immediately 3Mr. Kaufman
secured flie smelter the railway was
taken in hand at once. Some twelve
months ago when I opposed the construe-
tion of this line, speaking under great
disadvantage, T put forward eertain
reasons to justify my opposition which
I considered was in the best interests of
this State, and I defy any member to
say that' I brought forward any matter
that has not proved to be practically
correct at the present time. When I
entered my protest against rushing into
the construction of that railway, it was
ahout midnight, but I gave my reasons,
and what I said has been borue out by
facts. Our oraele, the Premier, has
drawn attention to the construetion of
the Coolgardie-Norseman Railway. TLet
me say that for many years the people
at Norseman asked for the construetion
of this railway, but they have to thank
the efforts of Mr. Graham Price, who
secured a big interest at Higginsville,
for the early construction of the line.
Though I supported that construetion
and would support it to-day, had it not

Railwuy Bill. 1615
been for the splendid work put in by
Mr. Graham Price, the building of that
line would not have been carried out so
early as it was.

The Premier: What work did he put
in?

Mr HOLMAX: I attended a deputia-
tion with him.

The Premier: Is that the work you
refer to?

Mr. HOLMAN: I consider that veally
good work, and I assisted him to do it.
In any case where I think a railway
shonld be constructed I will do what
I can to get it built. If, however, I
think a line in not warranted, I shall
always speak against it. If is imma-
terial to me who I please or offend. We
know there are good companies formed
in Black Range, and the Premier in his
speech quoted the cost of cartage of
machinery to that place, and the amount
of money expended there. T would ask
him, however, not to take too much notice
of the sum spent in the carriage of
machinery to a new goldfield like that.
We have had a previous example of
this in Lake Way, where the Lake Way
Gaoldmining Company spent a large sum
of money in the purchase and ecarriage
of machinery wmany years ago. After
all this expenditure they did not make
a goldfield of it. Al they did was to
lock up the ground and keep it idle by
exemptions. I do not infer that this
is going to be the ecase with the Oroya
Junior at Black Range, but I cite the
example in order te show that the mere
fact of so many thousands of pounds
having been spent in the ecarriage of
machinery does not in itself justify the
eonstraction of a railway. To my mind
there is no justification for the construe-
tion of a line from Leonora to Black
Range. If the hine is tv he constructed,
it should be from the Murchison fields.

The Minister for Mines: From Nan-
nine. for instance.

Mr. HOLMAXN: The State Mining En-
gineer, in referring to the question of
vontes, said that if the line went from
Nannine it would open np the greatest
quantity of good country. I said that
months before he did. Therefore the
sneer of the Minister is unecalled for.
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The Minister for Mines : There was
no sneer, and 1 did not speak in any
way offensively.

Mr. HOLMAN: If I could-justify the
construction of a railway from Nannine
to Black Range, there would not be
mueh chance of my carrying it here.
However, I would not be doing my duty
if I did not place all the faets before
the House and leave them to decide
whieh route the line should follow. If
my persuasive powers are not great
enough for the construction of the line
from Nannne, I shall not act the part
of a dog in the manger and try to pre-
vent the line from going from some other
place. As to the three routes proposed,
in the first place there is the route from
Mount Magnet to Black Range, which
can be econstrueted, it is estimated, at
£134,000 or £135,000. The construction
of a line from Cue would eost £167,000.
These are the Premier’s figures. Then
there is the proposed construction from
Nannine to eost £155,000.

Mr. Underwood: What about Dower-
in?

Mr. HOLMAN: It would be a good
scheme if the Government took it up
seriously, so that it would operate
against the Midland Railway Company.
If the line is started from Mount Mag-
net to go to Black Range, practically
the whole distanee will be traversed in
country which has not been worked at
all. There are a few men at Paynes-
ville and a few others at Windsor Castle,
but at present I do not think we
can rely on traffc in large quantity
right from Mount Magnet to Black
Range. Therefore the whole stretch of
90 miles of railway will go through
country  without touching anything.
Looking at it from the point of view of
opening up fresh or good country, there
i3 not a very good prospeet to look for-
ward to from that route.

My, Troy: Are you sure of your faets ?

Mr. HOLMAN: I have been through
the country. Paynesville and Windsor
Castle have been deserted for a good
many years. hether during the last
menth or two men have gone there I do
not know, I am only referring to the
country as I know it. Then take the
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route from Cue. If the line is extended
from there, it will traverse a consider-
able amount of country withont open-
ing up fresh mining centres. There is
an auriferouns belt at Cue, and the line
would touch Errolls and Barrambie, go-
ing thence to Black Range. To my
mind the suggestion of building the line
from Cue to Black Range is not a good
one. Then there is the other route from
Nannine to Black Range. Even the
State Mining Engineer himself has said
that the question of this route shounld
receive every consideration. The Pre-
mier, when infroducing the’ measure,
read a portion of the report of Mr,
Montgomery and left out that portion
dealing with Nannine. He has kindly
invited me fo read that portion, and I
will do so. The State Mining Engineer
says, with regard to the route from
Nannine via Burbakurra, Barrambie,
etcetera, ‘‘This route is without doubt
the best of the three proposed, from the
point of view of opening up mineral
country.’’ The route would embraece
net only Barrambie and Burnakurra,
but it would also bring railway eommuni-
cation 20 miles nearer to Gum Creek and
Wiluna, and it would also serve Gaba-
nintha. The line would go direct
through Quinn's, Erroll’s, Barrambie,
and bring the railway nearer to Mon-
taga Ranges and Birrigrin. It would
open up in all nine or ten different
eentres and would go through districts
which have been proved in the past as
fair gold producers, with good prospects
for the future. It is not a question of
distance I am argning now, but as to
the best ronte to open up the mineral
country. We know that the distance
as to construetion will be practically the
same to within a few miles. One is 921
or 95 miles, and the other five or six
or ten miles longer.

Mr. Collier: How long is it sinee that
report of Mr. Montgomery’s was made?

Myr. HOLMAN: Not so very long ago.
It is the report the Premier quoted a
portion of. Then of conrse there is
the question of distance as between
Mount Magnet and Nannine,

Mr. T. L. Brown: Yes; the difference
is about 128 miles.
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Mr. HOLMAN: No, it is only about
90 miles. If we can open up a large
avriferous eountry, I consider it would
be betfer to spend money in that way
than leave this country practieally un-
tenanted. The report by Me. Mont-
gomery as to the Nannine route is as
follows:—

“*Route (3)—From Nannine via
Burnakurra, Barrambie, ete.—This
route is, without doubt, the best of the
three proposed from the point of view
of vpening up mineral country. It
would pass near enough to the (taba-
nintha field to be of much assistance
there. and would go over a likely
areenstone area to Burnakurra and
Quinn’s and thence on to Ervoll's
Find and Barrambie, where it wouid
join  the previously discussed voute
from Cue. The distance from Nan-
nine to Barrambie would be about 61
miles, or 14 miles less than from Cue.
This route has also geographieal ad-
vantages when lovked at as a means
of sending sheep and catile from the
pastoral distriets of the Gascoyne and
Ashburton  Rivers to the FEastern
Goldfields, the route from Nannine via
Black Range and Lawlers to Leoncra
being a fairly direct vne. A connec-
tion between the Northern and East-
ern Railway systemn will become sooner
or later very necessary, and it is

readily seen from the map that ihis

proposed route, with a junction at
Nannine, would be very suitable in
the event of any considerable exten-
sion Northwards of Geraldton-Nan-
nine line towards Peak IIill and the
Ashburton.’’
This, to my mind, is a fair report, and
I know the distriet pretty well. I have
been over it, or at all events a gond
portion of it. The question to be de-
termined is as tv the railway which
would give the greatest facilities to the
greatest number of people, and also have
the best prospects of opening up good
auriferonus areas. We should open up
the country lying between Nannine and
Black Range, as by that means we could
give facilities to a much greater number
of people than by any other route. The
difference in the cost of construction
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would not be muech more, only amounting
to a few thonsand pounds. The coun-
try is very level, as is shown by the
reports of the engineer, there being but
few engineering difficulties to encoun-
ter.

Mr. Troy :
ports on that.

My, HOLMANXN: I have not got them.
I do not expeet to get the route changed,
but T would not be doing my duty if I
did not place before the House the
other point of wview. The Premier has
niot been through that eountry, although
he knows a good deal about it; but he
has to a slight degree misled the House
in dealing with the question. In his
speech in moviug the second reading, he
said:—

““The State Mining Engineer has
pointed’ out that Barrambie, Burna-
kuarra, Redeastle, Paynesville, and
Birrigrin would benefit by the con-
struetion of this line. And it must
alse be borne in mind that there 1s

Read the engineer’s re-

promising  country between Blaek
Range and Lake Way.?*
That is absolutely incorreet. It will

not bring either Barrambie or Lake Way
into any ecleser communication. All the
traffic, or a great part of it, now goes
from Nannine to Barrambie.

The Minister for Railways: Black
Range is eloser to Wiluna or Nannine,

Mr. HOLMAN: The Minister ought
to know what he is talking about. It
is closer in one respect; but to reach
Wiluna from Black Range one has to
go through a barven spinifex desert,
trackless and almost impassable. The
Minister’s statement is absurd; becanse
one could never find a track unless one
got down to Lawlers. The Premier,
doubtless unintentionalty, misled the
House when he made that statement.
The projeet will not, practically speak-
ing, bring Wiluna into ecloser railway
communication. As the crow flies the
distance is a little eloser to Black Range
thau to Nannine; but it is not nearly 55
miles, When we talk about bringing
a place into closer communication, we
must surely mean communication by
means of a route which can be used.
The distance frown Mount Magnet to
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Nannioe will be practieally the same as
from Mount Magnet to Black Range.
There is no material difference. [,
Troy: Ten miles.] The Premier stated
also that Barrambie, Burnakurra, and
other places will benefit by the railway.
That is absolutely absurd.

The Premier: On what page of Han-
sard does that statement appear ?

Mr. HOLMAN: This session’s Huan-
sard, No. 3, page 354, where you say:
“‘The State Mining Engineer has pointed
out that Bairrambie, Burnakwra, Red-
castle, Paynesville and Birrigvin would
benefit by the construetion of this line.”’
The Premier did not intentionally make
that statement. He evidently misquoted
the extracts given him. The route
between Black Range to Wiluna will
never be passable, as it must lie through
spinifex country. 7Vith a team or even
in a trap it is impossible to get there af
the present time. The distance by the
proposed line will be some 98 miles, and
the distance to Nannine slightly over 100
miles. T have already mentioned the
cost of carting machinery for the Oroya
Black Range Company; but that matter
need not be considered at all, for, as I
have previously stated, the same expen-
diture has been inenrred before, and
almost double the sum was spent in
earting machinery to Wilana, The Pre-
mier guoted the area of the leases in
ihe Black Range distriet. There are
some 195 gold-mining leases, comprising
2,039 acres—a fanirly large area. But
I brought before this Chamber a project
for the construetion of a railway from
Nannine to Meekatharra.

The Premier: I fancy I have leard
you speak of it.

My, HOLMAN: Probably the Premier
will hear me again pretty often on the
same quoestion, until the maiter is
settled; and I believe he will lend a
favourable ear to my proposal. Ex-
actly the same area is held in the dis-
triets I mentioned, therve being a dif-
ference of onlv ten acres. In the
Nannine and Peak Hill disiriets 2,027
acres are held under lease, and would
he served by the Meekatharra hine, while
the acreage in the Black Range district
is 2039. One railway would he 24
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miles long and the other about 100; one
would cost £130,000 or £140,000, and the
other £30,000 or £10,000. A most vital
difference is that one distriet has an
ample supply of mining timber and fire-
wood, while the other has not a serap
of mining timber. The Premier, when
he brought forward his proposal, quoted
the gold produetion of ‘‘the Black
Range goldfield.”” But I wish to point
out that the distriet comprises a number
of centres, and he bunched the whole
of them together. In my speech on the
Meekatharra railway project I quoted
the returis of one centre, practically
Meekatharra., A hne to Meekatharra
would benefit Peak Hill also, and the
whole of the country at the hack of
Peak Hill. The member for Mount
Magnet said he would quote the figures
for Meekatharra. I wish to point out
that ever since the Meekatharra gold-
field was discovered it has suffered seri-
ounsly owing to absolute want of water
for erushing operations. Even now
batteries are hnng up for want of water,
and they have never been able to work
more than half time on the average.
With proper crushing facilities the ount-
put of gold in the Meekatharra district
wounld be practically doubled. Even so,
with the disadvantage of baving to cart
the timber from Three Springs to Nan-
nine, 400 miles, and to pay an extra
£2 10s. to have it taken fo Meekatharra,
the gold output at Meekatharra is
doubling year after vear. This year
shows an increase of a hundred per cent.
on the total output of last year. At
Black Range we find a similar inerease;
and it is a good job we have gold-min-
ing distriets improving and showing in-
creased veturns. The gold output at
Black Range, we are all pleased to see,
has doubled and more than doubled
during the past year. Had the north-
east portion of this State received proper
consideration, the gold output, instead
of dwindling as it is to-day, would be vn
the inerease. It is time the Govern-
ment turned their attention to that por-
tion of the State, which will give a fair
return for the expenditure of public
money. Members will probably say
that we goldfields representatives oecupy
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a parochial standpoint; but had they to
live at Black Range, Meekatharra, Peak
Hill, or Wilupa, and experience the
difficulties of the people there, we shonld
not have so much trouble in getting rail-
way or road communication to those
centres. Although I am here to do my
duty to my constituents, I am placing
before the Chamber the merits of the
two rival routes. But unothing I place
before the House will be used by me,
nor do I desire it to be used by anybody
€lse, as a lever to prevent the eonstrue-
tion of the neecessary work embodied in
the Bill. I have not been at Black
Range; but the information I have
gathered leads me to believe that the
line is absolutely essential for the en-
couragement of the whole Northern
portion of the State; and be the route
from what centre it may, I hope the
construction will not be long delayed.
I intend to plaece before the House the
absolute necessity for a line from Nan-
nine, a line that will open up the
richest auriferous belt of country that
remains unprospected in this State.
Right through the whole of that disérict
boundless wealth remains to be brought
to light for the benefit of the people.
Every centre the railway will traverse
has proved itself to a great extent, and
the auriferous belt will compare favour-
ably with any other in the North-West
or any in the Eastern portion of the
State. [Mr. Stone : That is our big
reserve.] Probably it will be, and it

will be operated on when, perhaps, other-

goldfields have sunk into comparative
insignificance, though I hope the time
is far distant when they will sink into
that eondition. There are also copper
propositions at Gabanintha, which are
well worth prospecting. So far, the
prospects are not eonvincing, but very
fair. If we get a copper field at Gaba-
nintha, railway communieation will be
absolutely necessary. To my mind
there are as good prospects for copper
at Gabanintha as at Phillips River.
The field needs only opening up and fair
encouragement. I do not think I should
be in order if, when in Committee, I
moved for a change of route—that the

railway schould start from Nannine.
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That would be altering the title of the
Bill. But I rose merely to enter my
protest against eonstructing this line
from Magnet to Black Range instead of
from Nannine to Black Range, to my
mind the most suitable route, and the
route ~ which, according to fthe State
Mivning Engineer’s report, would open
up the best part of the country. I
shall not delay the Bill. I have now
done my duty by placing before the
Iluuse the alternative proposal; but if
the majority decide for the route in
the Bill, I will abide hy their deeision,
aud do my best to push forward the
work.

Mr. P. STONE (Greenough): I can
conseientiously support the construction
of this line, believing it is in the best
interests of the State. It will, as it
were, bring the consumers in the North
Murehison distriet 300 miles neaver lo
a port, thus reducing the price of their
supplies. The route is through a level
conntry with few engineering difficul-
ties, and water can be obtained all along
at shallow depths. This railway praject
is not new. For ten vears it has been
publicly discussed. Time after time I
have heard Sir Jobn Forrest speak of
the extension from Black Range or
Mount Maguet to Lawlers, hefore there
were any developments at Black Range.
He considered that ihe ecircuit shonld
be completed to enable the mnorthern
part of the FEastern Goldfield to be
brought within elogser touch of a sea-
port, to enable the goldfields to get their
machinery and other supplies at a re-
duneed cost. If the line is taken to
Black Range. several other distriets will
be accommodated. Before the railway
was bronght to Leonora, the merchants
and farmers in the Geraldton district
supplied the Lawlers distriet: and it
seems unfair to make people in that far
ont district pay for so long a time such
high baulage rates as are charged on
the Eastern Railway., If this seetion
is completed the Lawlers people and the
mining distriets in the vieinity will be
able to get the supplies to a port which
is nearer fo them; that is the desire of
the people living i1n the district. There
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are othey members who are desirous
that the line shall he extended to other
distriets: they desire to see the line
built from the distriets thev represent.
That mayv be pardonable, but it is not in
the hest interests of the State, The
mining throughount the distriet has
proved itself for a considerable time,
and it is carried on to the advantage of
the people living there. If by this line
cheaper means of transit is provided
many more mines will be worked and
employment found for the mining eom-
munity, thus good will be done. In
the Windsor Castle distriet mining has
carried a large population, but having
no conveniences from a railway point
of view, the population has dwindled
down. The great supply of stock, sheep
and eattle produced on the Murchison,
it we had a railway from Magnet, could
be trained from there to the Eastern
Goldtelds, which would have a cheapen-
ing influence on the meat supplies of
the Bastern Goldfields. The rainfall in
the distriet is very fair. and a great
deal of the country is adapted for pas-
toral puvsuits. The timber is mueh
better than in many other parts of the
Murchison and the Basern distriets.
which shows that the lands are subjected
to thundey-storms and a rainfall whieh
does not oecur in other parts. There
is the probability of getting mining tim-
ber from Mullewa and the Alidland line
delivered mueh cheaper in the mining
districts. which is a big item in mining
matters. particularly as the mines be-
come farther developed. We have also
got plenty of ecoal elose to Geraldton
and Irwin. Only last week I saw a
train running from Perth to Geraldton
with this eoal; I inquired as I went
along, and the conductor said that the
coal was giving satisfactory results,
The time will ecome when we shall want
fuel for that part of the country, and
the closer it is to the mining districts
the cheaper it ean be supplied, and we
shall be able to develop the enal mines
in the Geraldton district. I bave much
pleasure in supporting the eonstruection
of the line. Tt is not a new proposi-
tion; it has been before the public for
10 years, and I have never heard from
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any side opposition with any valid
reason why the line should not be eon-
strueted. It is the opinion of most
people in the North that in consequence
of there not being many members repre-
senting that part of the State, and the
distriets being so much larger, this work
Itas not been undertaken and earried
out before now. I hope memhbers will
give the measure fair consideration and
honest support, and not let local inter-
ests interfere with the general good of
the community.

Mr. J. BREBBER (North Perth): Be-
fore this Bill is pusced I would like to
say that as far as I am concerned I
think we have quite enough of these
speculative goldfields railways in hand
nt the present time, without entering on
anuther one just on the bhack of those
already passed. e have approved of
Port Hedland-Marble Bar line, and it is
yvet very doubtful whether the mines in
that® distriet will warrant the expendi-
ture. We have passed a railway from
Coolgardie io Dundas, and another min-
ing railway from Hopetoun to Ravens-
thorpe. and now we propose to pass
another vdilway from Mount Magnet to
Black Range. My opinion is that these
goldfields ought to show much better
prospects than they do at the present
time before we eommit ourselves to the
expenditure of a large sum of money.
In considering this railway I cannot
bring any personal experience to bear
whieh others ean who have been over
the ground, therefore I have to look at
the Mines report and see if that report
justifies me in giving a vote for this
raitway. On looking at that report I
find that there ave not many shafts down
more than 100 feet, and many bottom
before they veach that distance; and
looking at the width of the reefs there
is ouly one, as far as the report shows,
a little more than four feet through;
the average runs from 6 inches to 15
inches and 24 inches. The returns of
gold from this field are from seven to
15 dwts.; the principal reef returns four
or five ounhes, but ne one can say that
a teef only four feet thick, and a sur-

face show at that—and the returns from
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that reef included the specimens got
from the teef when it was firsi dis-
eovered, and anyone who has a know-
ledge of mining matters knows, that the
speeimens of a reef which have been
exposed for ages are generally richer;
also when sioking on a reef it is a
curions thing that instead of the returns
becoming greater they get smaller—
Justifies the econstruetion of the railway.
The railway will be 86 miles long, and
for the first 75 miles there are no pro-
speects either in agriculture or mining to
make the railway pay, so we are practi-
cally making a railway through a desert
for 75 miles. At a distance of 86 miles
there are goldfields; but the reports in
hand will not justify us in saying there
are permanent fields. I hold it is
not right that the money should be spent
on this sort of specolative railway. We
ought to know exactly how it is going
to twrn out; we should hold our hand
and see whether the fields already served

by railways are going to be a return to

the State or be a burden on the State.
If they are going to be a burden on the
State it is high time we stopped these
railways until there is greater justifica-
tion for them. I wonld just like to refer
to one or two mines, taking them hap-
hazard as we come to them, in the
report., Take the Lady Jackson. The
repori says:—

“It seems likely that the reef will
be of fair size, but it has not yet been
seen in solid country, and neither
strike, dip, nor size ean be yet made
out.”’

Then we have another mine, the Black
Range. The report says: —

““The reef was eut in the crossent
only a very short time bhefore my
vigit, and had not been driven upon.
The guartz vein was from six inches
to two feet wide where ent, but the
hanging wall seemed much shattered,
and the whole width of the lode-
channel is probably a good deal
greater.”’

There 1s nothing definite about that. If
we are going to be gnided by anything
in connegtion with this railway we
should be guided by the evidence of the
officers of the Mines Department; and
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the evidenee to-day before ws from the
Mines Department does not justify me
in giving my vote in favour of the rail-
way. In the face of the report this
House ought to hold its hand to see
if this goldfield justifies the expenditure
of money move than the report that is
before the House at the present time,
Speaking about figures, last oight I was
told that the traftic from Mount Magnet
to Black Range will only amount to
400 tons a month; would anyone build
a railway to serve traffic of that sort?
In reporting on the proposed railway
the mining inspector says that when the
line is completed the population in the
distriet will be 3,000, and he gives us to
understand that is the utmost the field
will maintain. We do not make rail-
ways through a desert on the off chance
of 3,000 people finding gold to support
them, and in all probability there will
never be so much gold there. I am not
losing sight of the fact that the railway
is suppesed to be econstructed to the
Black Range goldfields; members may
say it is going farther, but the only
thing I have to look at is that the pro-
posal is to build a rvpilway from Mount
Magnet to Black Range, and I do not
think the expenditure is justified on the
reports before us.

Mr. M. F. TROY (Mount Magnet): I
do not want to say too manch regarding
this railway, becanse the Premier in
moving the seecond reading has teld the
House all that is required in justifica-
tion of the poliecy of the Government fo
build the line. There have been a few
points made by the member for Mur-
chison, and what may be called an atiack
by the member for North Perth. I will
deal briefly with the hon. member. First
of all his remarks are absolutely ridicu-
lous and absurd. He quotes from a
report made by Mr. Montzomery, the
State Mining Engineer. two years ago,
when Black Range was in its infaney.
Let me disillusionise the member and
give him some information, whieh he
badly needs, if one may judge by his
remarks. During the last two years
Black Range has increased its gold pro-
duction per month threefold; there have
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been four or five mines floated, and on
one mine alone £100,000 has been spent
on development work and machinery.
Alse in the same period three towns
have been built and the Government re-
ceived £14,000 for the sale of 96 blocks
in one of the towns. Is it likely ihat the
people would bave boughi that ground
if there had not been progress? The
people are satisfied with the district.
They have expended £60,000 in build-
ings during the last twelve wmonihs.
That should be sufficient to show the
hon. member that some progress has
been made, and that favther progress
is likely to be made. The hon, member
says that some of the mines have bheen
shut down. TUndoubtedly some have
been shut down, but hundreds of others
have heen opened up. The number of
stamps has been inereased from 20 head
to 91 sinee Mr. Montgomery’s report
was made. The hon. member should be
satisfied from these figures that some
progress has bheen made, and that this
is not a speculative ecneern. I really
must eongratulate the member for Mur-
chison (Ar. Holman) on speaking very
eloquently from his imagination. First
the hon. member told us there were no
engineering diffienlties hetween Nannine
and Black Range. The hon. member
says that is in the engineer’s report,
but as a matter of faet the engineers
have never reported as to whether there
were any engineering diffieuibies or not.

Mr, IHolman: I was speaking of Mr.
Monignmery’s report.

Mr. TROY: I travelled with Mr.
Montgomery through that eountry. M,
Montgomery did not travel over the route.
He simply travelled from ecamp to eamp.
If a railway were built from Nannine to
Black Range. instead of heing 115 miles
in length it would be neaver 160 miles,

Mr. Collier: It would be a zigzag eon-
cern, ’

Mr. TROY: Yes, it would be a zigzag
concern. To touch the centres mentioned
by the member for Murchison the line
would run east to Gabanintha, west of
Quinns, south to Barrambie, north to
Montagun Range, and then south to Birri-
grin and east to Black Range. If any
hon. member should know the eecuntry I

[ASSEMBLY.]

. tesimal.

Railway Bill.

should. I bave been in the distriet dozens
of times. I am not speaking from hear-
say information like the member for Mur-
chison. Mr. Montgomery did not re-
commend the line from Nanmnine. He
visited the distriet to sketeh routes from
several localities, and he certainly does say
that undoubtedly a railway from Nannine
would open up more country.

The Minister for Mines: He was asked
to report on the three routes,

Mr, TROY: Undonbiedly. But later
on he puinted out that a railway from
Mount Magnet wvie Black- Range and
Lawlers was undoubtedly justified. He
savs the others may come in the future.
At the time My, Montgomery reported,
the locality to the north of Black Range
was opening up, that is Bhrigrin and
Montagu Range.  Buat things ave very
different to-day. That country is not
opening up. Unfortunately it bhas not
borne out our anticipations. The returns
from Birrigrin and Montagu are infini-
There were five head of stamps
erected there some years ago and theve has
been ne progress since. The progress of
the Black Range distriet is being made to
the south and south-west. Some members
have expressed the opinion that there is
nothing between Black Range and Mount
Magnet, That is absolutely incorreet, and
hun. members who made the remarks did
so beeause they did not know anything
about the country. The memwber for Mur-
chison has been out 38 miles as far as
Paynesville; that was some years ago; but
the hon. member knows nothing of the
prospects of the country sinee, so I deem
it my duty to tell him something of them.
There has heen a good deal of gold pro-
duced between Mount Magnet and Black
Range. From Paynesville the returns
have been 1,679 tons for 1,527 ounces.

Mr, Holman: When 2

Mr. TROY : That was when Paynesville
was in full swing. Paynesville is in quite
as prosperous a eondition as Quinns, which
the hon. member puts forward as a pros-
perous field.

My, Holman: There has been no ernsh-
ing there for seven years.

Mr. TROY: Mining returns show that
there are six men employed at Quinns and
six men at Paynesville. There is another
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promising distriet opening up between
Mount Magnet and Black Range which
will be served by this railway. It is
known as the Yonanme country or Kao-
yong. There have been something like
300 or 400 tons of stone brought in
from this distriet and treated at the Boo-
gardie battery during the last eighteen
months, and the erushings have been up
to 40 oz. a ton. This distriet during the
past few months bhas progressed very
taterially, so much so that 180 acres of
mining leases have been taken up and the
Minister for Mines has seen fit to send
out a party to find water. There are
70 prospectors on the field, and from the
returns received the suecess of the distriet
is assured. Another district that will be
opened up is the Rangeview or Redeastle
country.  Mr. Montgomery reported on
this district a few months ago, and he
found the prospects so encouraging that
be telegraphed to the Minister for Mines
recommending the ereetion of a publie
battery. Would My, Montgomery do
that if he did not think the prospects
justified it ? We could not imagine him
making such a recommendation if it were
not warranted, The progress has been so
good that the Minister has already pro-
mised that battery. The Premier gave
the House the State Mining Engineer’s
report concerning the Black Range route.
Tt was not made two years ago, though
even twn years age Mr. Montgomery re-
commended the railway, but it was made
quite recently. Mr. Montgomery said:—
“ Present inspection confirms report
of last year ve Magnet-Black Range
railway, Good progress inade, field
considerably extended, developments at
deep levels Sandstone mines generally
satisfactory ; Hancoeks distriet much
improved, several recent new finds
Maninga Marley distriet ;  railway
terminus best near Sandstone.”
Hancocks was not discovered when Mr.
Montgomery went lbere two years ago.
All this shows that the field has prospeets
and that it is a better field to-day. It
is during the last eighteen months that
the great developments have taken place.
As I said, 91 head of stamps have
been erected, and they have heen kept
continnally falling, with the result that
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the gold production bas enormously in-
creased. I will give some figures in re-
gard to the gold production, to compare
the progress made. The gold produstion
bas been as follows:—July 1906, 2,387
oz.; July 1907, 4,012 oz.; August 19086,
3,615 oz.; Auguast 1907, 7,516 oz.; Septem-
ber 1906, 2,815 oz.; September 1907,
6,119 oz. So the gold production is more
than double within one year, and there
can be no doubt regarding the develop-
ments. At' the time the member for
Murchison was speaking of the gold pro-
duction at Black Range was only 35,000
oz, Since then it has inereased to 100,000
oz There is not another field in the State
that ean show the same progress. The
member for Murchison says that the pro-
duce from other localities is ineluded in
this production, and the hon, member
speaks of Birrigrin and Montagn Range.
The retwrn from Birrigrin has been 7,000
oz. and the veturn from Montagu Range
1,000 oz., making §000 oz in all—havdly
worth speaking of. It mnst not he for-
gotten that the whole of ‘he produce the
Montagn Range and Birrigrin fields re-
quire comes from Mount Magnet via Blae
Range. [If those dis:viets are served by
Nannine, as the member for Murchison
says they are, why Joes not the produce
required go from Nannine 7 It does not
because Mount Magnet is the natural point
of eonneetion. A few years age there
were few men employed on the Black
Range field, but to-day, according to the
mining returns, the number employed in
the distriets is 972, whereas there are not
niore than 872 employed in the districts
embracing Lawlers and Moant Sir
Samuel, that is the East Munrchison Gold-
field. We must also remember that every
man employed earries seven or eight in
the locality, and there are huondreds of
prospectors working, so many that the
Minister for Mines is going to ereet an-
other battery at Sandstone as well as the
battery at Bellchambers or Rangeview.
During the last 12 months 40 head of
stamps have been ervected on the Oroya-
Black Range mine, and the Black Range
gold mining ¢ompany, which the member
for North Perth said was going to shut
down, has erected another 20 head of
stamps, making 30 head in all; there are
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10 head at Maninga Marley, or 60 head
altogether between the iwo distriets, mak-
ing in all 91 head of stamps erected dur-
ing the past twelve months. This would
never have been the case unless the future
of the district was assured. Since Mr.
Montgomery returned from Black Range,
the sum of £70,000 has been paid in
dividends by the chief mine there. [Mr.
Taylor: Where has it gone to; Vietoria 1)
I do not know where it has gone. There
has lately been a decided increase in the
wages at Black Range, given because the
Judge of the Arbitration Court was satis-
fied that the progress and prosperity of
the field warranted it. The previous
President of the Court said that the field
did not warrant it and refused to grant
sn iocrease, but Mr. Justice Burnside,
when the matier was brought before him,
was satisfied thet the progress of the field
demanded that there should he an in-
crease in wages. Then again at the time
of the Premier’s visit the Oroys was the
only big mine, but since then the Sand-
stone Development Company, adjoining
the Oroya, has struck a reef at a depth
of 185 feet, and to-day in the Murchison
Times appears a statement to the effect
that, in the shaft, stone has been found
averaging 40 dwts. per short ton. No
one ean deny there has been great develop-
rent throughout the whole distriect. The
member for Murchison referred to Meeka-
tharra. I do not want to say anything
derogatory or disparaging to that dis-
triet, but the gold production of the Black
Range Distriet has heen greater in the
last three months than at Meekatharra
in the last nine months.

My, Holman: Do yon know they have
not enough water there to keep the bat-
teries working half the time?

Mr. TROY : They are always in trouble
there with something or other. They do
not appear to have the gold; that is the
chief trouble. I do not want, however,
to run the distriet down, for it is a pro-
mising little loeality although it does not
stand on all-fours with the Black Range
Distriect. Meekatharra is only about 25
miles from the railway, and a line out
there would not cost much. I hope it will

be constructed as soon as possible, and .

when the proposition comes up in the
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House I will support it. Black Range is
a very different proposition altogether
and one of much greater magnitude. I
have already pointed out the inerease of

‘population, which is now 3,000 as against

1,000 iwo years ago. The field has ex-
tended greatly and new towns have been
established, while progress is general. It
is only fair that the distriet should re-
ceive railway communication. I have
never opposed railway communication to
a goldfields loeality which shows proof .
that it is progressing. If any loeality
shows that progress it is the Black Range
Distriet.  There is the finest timber
country there in the Murchison, although
it is rather a dismal kind of serub.

Mr. Holman: There is nothing so good
there in the way of timber as a line from
Nannine would pass through.

Mr. TROY : The Premier knows where
that scrub is. It is the best belt on the
Murchison, and we want to tap it badly.
At present Cue and Day Dawn have to
get their supply from 30 miles south of
Magnet; but if that timber country is
tapped, they will be able to get all their
supplies from there. At Mount Magnet
the St. George mine was recently floated
and they are now erecting a 20-head bat-
terv. Bewiek, Moreing & Co. I lear
have taken over the Morning Star mine.
There will be 50 head of stamps in that
distriet before very long, and they will
want plenty of wood there. It will be
a splendid thing that they will be able
to get their supplies from along the new
railway line. In addition to all these
advantages there is very good pastaral
country in the distriet. The Lands De-
partment have supplied me with fignres
which go to show that there are over a
million acres of pastoral counniry taken
up between Mount Magnet and Black
Range. All this country is being utilised
and the rents have been paid. I hope
the Hounse will be satisfied as to the pro-
wress made in the loeality. In conelnsion.
I desire to say that the revenue from
Black Range during the past three years
for mining leases has been greater than
that from any similar locality in the State
outside of Kalgeorlie. It has amounted
to £25,039. That proves conclusively that
great progress has been made and shows
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that, if the line is huilt, it will not be the
loss that some people anticipate. A much
needed facility will be given to the distriet
by the econstruction of the line.

Mr. T. L. BROWN (Geraldton) : After
the ficures and facts quoted by the mem-
ber for Mount Magnet (Mr. Troy), it is
unnecessary for me to enter into details
or to speak at any length in adding my
argnments in favour of the railway. To
my view it is absolutely necessary that the
line should bhe built. The member for
Murchison (Mr. Holman) advocates a
line which would necessitate all goods go-
ing to Black Range being carried over
a very wmuch greater distanee by railway.
It does not seem to bim to be a matter of
great mowment, but it is a matter of very
considerable concern to the merchants re-
siding at Black Range who, if the line were
constructed from Nannine. would have to
pay railway vates for the earringe of
gnods aver some 123 more miles of rail-
way. [Mr. Holman: Why do vou not
quate accurate figures 7] The figures arve
accuvate, for the distance between Maen,
and Nanoine is 90 miles, while the dif-
ference in distance between the proposed
rontes from Mount Magnet to Black
Range and from Nanniue to Black Range
i hetween 20 and 30 miles. No wonder,
thevefore, that the merchants at Black
Range are all in favour of the line com-
ing from Nannine, as it will mean a very
great difference to them in the cost of
lauding goods there. The argument which
the mewber for Murchison used in eon-
nection with the Esperance Railway can
be very well used against himself. He
said that the reason why there was op-
position to the Esperance Railway in the
past was that Parliament did not wani
lv oper up a pert which would be in
oppositivu to Fremantle, Now in con-
nection with this railway it is evident that
the veason why the member for Murchi-
son does not want the railway to go from
Mount Magnet is beeause it will defeat
the possibility of Nanaine becoming a
railway junction. The statement made
by the hor. member that there is a far
better beit of timber country between
Nannine and Black Range than between
Mount Magnet and Black Range is totally
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incorveet. 'Che best belt of timber on the
Murchison after passing Mullewa exists
batween Mount Magnet and Black Range.

Mr., Heitmann: Why do you speak with
sach assnrance ?7 I do not think youn
Inmow muech abont it.

Me. T. L. BROWN : I have been
through the conntry and if members who
interjeet did the same then they would
have some aunthority to speak. It might
be said I advocate the line from Mount
Magnet from a Geraldton point of view.
I do so for this reason, that any member
who looks at the map will endorse the
remark that Geraldton is the natural port
for the Mwrehison. That being so, and
considering the big agrienltural distriet
there is around there and the possibilities
generally for a large population and big
trade it is necessary that the fields should
have a market as near as possible to them.
Tlere are now abont 60 teams carting
produce through the distriet under dis-
cussion. 'The teamsters want fodder for
the horses and nwles and if there is a
market near them they will reap a eon-
siderable advanfage. It will mean that
the commodities of life will be proeurable
much cheaper than they are at present.
Sammething like 13 years ago the people
of Geraldton were promised that when
Black Range developed they would have
the line. It has developed beyond all an-
ticipations as shown by the figures quoted
by the member for Mount Magnet. The
Guovernment in introducing the measure
are only doing what other Ministries have
promised. They are keeping faith with -
the people and the couniry will endorse
their action.  The member for North
Perth (Mr. Brebher) objected to the line,
but he did not knéw what he was speaking
about. Had he known the conditions
there and the promises which were made
in the past, he would have been ohe of
the last to oppose it. I regret that one
of the Murehison members should attempt
to hinder the passage of the measure. T
trust the House will endorse the Bill and
assist the Government to get the measure
through.

. The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory) : In connection with the pro-
posed construction of this railway, I
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think for many reasons the proposal be-
fore the House is quite justified. The
report of the State Mining Engineer in
connection with the resources of the dis-
triet was made public some time ago, and
full records of the development of that
field have been published from time to
time. 5o far as we can judge—of conrse
there is always a eertain amount of specu-
lation in regard to the construetion of any
goldfields railway—this field bids fairly
well to equal most of the fields we have
north of the Kalgoorlie belt, In fact I
think there is a possibility of its Dbeing
even more prosperous than many of those
fields which at the present time have rail-
. way communiecation, and which are com-
mereial suecesses so far as the railway is
concerned. Objections have been vaised
in regard to the proposed route to the
field, and it has been urged that there
are other railways which it is more im-
portant to the State should be built now
than {he one in question. The member
for Murchison {Mr. Holman) advocated
a railway to Meekatharra as being a more
impartant one and as one which would
open up better country. He says that
line is more justified than the one from
Mount Magnet to Black Range. 1 join
issue with him as to that. 1 wish to say
at once that Meekatharra, a small but good
field, is within 25 miles of a railway, and
Meekatharra has the advantage of a good
road. It has not any great diffienlties of
transit which would entitle it to railway
cormmuuieation.

Mr. Hobman: The main diffieulty is the
want of mining timber.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS :
Good tintber is essential to the working
of those mines. I visited the Eggleston
Extended mine,, and found that (be
country is very greasy and slippery, and
that to develop it without good timber is
dangerous. But probably there is the
same class of country in the Black Range
distriet; and in any case, Black Range
wants timber for mining purposes jnst
as badly as Meekatharra,

Mr. Holman: But there is timber closer
to Black Range

The MINISTER: No; it is a great
distance off. It must be remembered
that when there is a railway within
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20 or 25 miles of a mining centre, that
centre is {0 a great extent supplied with
railway comununication. And in this
country of wmagnificent distances, when
a railway is so close as that, the peaple
in the distriet have not mwmeh to com-
plain of on the score of transit. It is
when goods have to be carted eighty or
a hundred wiles that it is difficult for
mining operations to be profitably earvied
on.

Mr. Holman: Goods have to he carted
125 miles to Peak Hill.

The MINISTER: If Peak Hill were
as prosperous now as it was in the past,
and employed as many men and had the
same trade, the construction of a railway
to Peak Hill wounld probably be war-
ranted. I am sure everyone in Westem
Australia is exceedingly hopeful that in
the near futare we shall find many big
mines working and employing large num-
bers of men outside the Kalgoorlie lelt.
e have had too few good mines opening
up of late, and I am exceedingly anxions
for more. Let us compare the gold being
produced in these tWwo distriets, withount
considering the great distance for which
the people of Black Range have to cart
their machinery and supplies. The
Meekatharra distriet, although the older,
having been opened up in 1900, has noi
produced anything like the guauntity of
gold won in the Black Range district.
In 1905 Meekatharra produced 7,255 fine
ounces, while the Black Range distriet
produced 15,765, In 1906 there was
found in the Meekatharya district a rich
pocket which helped to swell the total, but
it cannot be considered as having any
bearing on a railway question. The total
yield for that year was 15,000 ounces,
and for Black Range 34,000 ounces. For
the first six months of this year the
figures are: Meekatharra, 11,000 ounces;
Black Range, 20,000 ounces.

Mr. Holman : Tell us how mueh time
has been lost owing to want of water for
the thonsands of tfons waiting to be
erushed at Meekatharra,

The MINISTER : In the debate on the
hon. member’s railway proposal I tried
to treat his district fairly. I bave always
admitted that the Meekatharra is a very
promising field ; but the proposition be-
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fore the House is the better one at this
thue, and for that belief T wish to give my
reasons. We must eonsider the number
of men employed and the quanlity of
machinery and supplies rvequired. Mr.
Montgomery, in reporting on the cost
of carriage from AMount Magnet to Sand-
stone, says it is £ or £7 a ton, averaging
about £6, by express wagon about £7, and
for heavy machinery special rates have
to be arranged. There are 51 heavy
teams regularly on the road, together with
several light econveyances. Will the hon.
member tell me what is the average num-
ber of teamsters on the road between Nan-
nine and Meekatharra ¢ Mr. Mont-
gomery’s repori continues :—
“The list supplied to me by Mr.
Gladden, town clerk of Mouni Magnet,
showed thirty owners of horse teams,
with 33 feams; five of camel teams
with six teams ; and eight of donkey
teams with ten teams.”
He says that the wmonthly tonnage of
goods sent to the Black Range is about
510, and that until lately, while building
was proceeding vigorously at Sandstone
and much machinery was being erected at
Black Range, the teams were said to have
averaged a trip in fourteen days, equal
to about 765 tons per month. Such was
the State Mining FEngineer's opinion re-
garding the traffic on that route. The
hon. member says that Black Range is
well supplied with timber. At the pre-
sent fime it gets timber at from 17s 6d.
to 18s 6d. per cord. But the State Min-
ing Engineer says that the timber will be
soon cut out, and it will then be necessary
to bring timber by rail from farther west,
which will undoubtedly inerease the rail-
way revenune., He goes on to deal with
the high cost of mining timber, and
s8yS i—
“While ordinary mulga mining tim-
ber is costing the Black Range G.M.
Co. 5%d. to Gd. per lineal foot, long
gum timber costs them 2s. 9d. per foot.”
‘When mining timber is so ecostly, the
danger to underground workers must be
great.

Mr. Holman : The timber would cost
more than that at Meekatbarra.

The MINISTER : I believe it wounld;
but less wining is done there, and being
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s0 much eloser to a railway I say that a
line to Meekatharra cannot be justified
at the present time, like the proposed
railway te Black Range.

My, Holman : You are speaking of
the whole Black Range district. You
must take inte consideration the assist-
ance a line to Meekatharra would give to
Peak Hill.

The MINISTER: I am speaking only
of the eountry within the radius of the
Nunngarra distriet. With regard to the
centres that will he served by this line, I
take very little notice of Paynesville,
which is an auriferous helt midway be-
tween Mount Maguet and Black Range.
Paynesville is an abandoned distriet.
Something may happen there at any time,
for rich gold has been won there in the
past and may be won in the future. But
I do not think it would be fair to induce
members to think they had a mining dis-
triet around Paynesville. S¢ far as we
know, it has eompletely petered out. But
there is a magnificent belt of country ex-
tending in a north and north-easterly
direction; and then again to the sonth
country has heen discovered which is still
in the prospecting’ stage, but to the north
in the ranges are some large lodes of
low-grade ore at fair-values, and there is
a promise of good and big mines being
developed. I consider that the distiiet
warrants the consideration we propose to
give it. No less than three routes are
suggested for the railway. The first
route proposed is from Mount Magnet
to Black Range. Then when I went to
Cue, deputations waited on me asking that
the vailway should be consbmeted from
Cue to Black Range. I do not remember
whether the people of Nannine made any
gpecial veguest for a railway to Meeka-
tharra. The member can say if I am
wrong. A deputation d¢id urge that a
railway should be construeted from Nan-
nine to Black Range. Now as the hon.
member knows, that line would go through
more auriferons country and would pro-
bably open up more mines. But have we
not promised, as the member for Gerald-
ton stated, to try to he fair to the various
seaports of this State 7 We must recog-
nise that a certain trade, the trade of
the Murchisen goldfields, rightly belongs
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to the Geraldton people. If we built a
railway from Nannine back to Black
Range, presmmably connecting subse-
quently with Leonora and Lawlers, should
we not give the Kalgoorlie people the
trade of the Lawlers and Black Range
distriets, a trade which rightly belongs to
the tarmers and wmerchants of the Gerald-
ton distriet ? A railway from Nannine
to Black Range would involve a heavy
additional charge on the development of
the Black Range field, and I do not think
the line would be justified in any circom-
stances whatever. I hope the time is not
far distant when our mining conditions
wiil grow so that we shall be able to con-
nect from Black Range to Lawlers and
from Leonora to Lawlers, thus connect-
ing the whole of the Eastern Goldfields,
and giving railway communication to
many distriets which badly need it for
mining development.  Mr. Montgomery
was sent with a free hand to that district.
1 did intend going with him, but was
called back to Perth, otherwise I should
have been able personally to inspect the
routes suggested. Mr. Montgomery went
through that field, and sent in his report
to the department ; and from an exam-
ination of the map, which members will
find in the annual report of the Mines
Department, showing the three proposed
routes. I do not think, provided that Blaek
Rangze warrants the construetion of the
line. that we ean for a moment consider
as a sturting point any other place than
Mount Magnet. The member for Mur-
chison (Mr. Holman), as usnal, told the
House that the construction of such rail-
ways was never considered nntil that
thief and robber, the ecapitalist, came to
the district, amd then the Government
were very anxious to provide that per-
sonage with railway eounmunieation.

Me. Holman: I did not mention thieves
and robbers. The words I used were
“influential companies.”

The MINISTER : True, but he said
that as soon as the capitalist came to
those places, the Government were an-
xious to give him railway eommunieation.
The hon. member ruoted Phillips River.
He knows perfectly well that nearly two
vears before any foreign company thought
of going there. and before there was any
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great development, and simply on account
of the promising nature of the field, the
State Mining Engineer recommended the
construetion of the Philips River railway;
in fact, he peointed out that in dealing
with the copper ore it was impossible to
exploit the rich chutes of the mines, or
to work those mines on ¢ommercial prin-
ciples, without railway eommunication.
When the Daglish Administration were
In power a proposition to constimct that
railway by private enterprise was brought
before them. TFven at that time the
member for Guildford (Mr. Johnscn)
himselt recommended that money should
be provided for the construetion of that
railway. Then when I took office, a
distinct offer to build the railway, and to
hand it back to the Government at the
end of thirty years free of chavrge, was
made to me. I replied to the effeet that

T thought the railway should be controlled

by the State, and said it was my intention
to recomumend the Government to con-
struct the line ; and that was before any
of the companies mentioned had any con-
nection with that fleld. With regard to
the Novseman property, I am satisfied
that, when the Premier visited the field,
the faet that Mr. Graham Price hap-
pened to have a small interest at Higgins-
ville had no influence on the Premier, ex-
cept  that  beiween Widgemooltha and
Norseman a new field was being opened
up of good promise, and that was an in-
cenlive. Mp. Graham Price was one of
the principal persons concerned in open-
ing up that field. If is not a question
whether our own people or others are
bailding up these distriets, but whether
the development is sueh that it will war-
rant the building of a railway. If we
simply have a féw people seratching the
surfaece, no matter how rieh the country
may be, 1t will not pay to run a railway;
but -if there is larze development work
going on, and a large population em-
ployed, and large machinery at work with
all the vequisites of mining propositions
there, then only can a railway be made
a comereial sunecess. 1 need not say
more. The Premier, in introducing the
Bill, dealt fully with the rescurces of the
district, and T think quite justified the
construction of the rallway. The pros-
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peets of the field are much better than on
many mining fiellds which bave been
opened up in the past. This railway is
warranted to open up country, and I trost
it will be constyucted and that the distriet
will be developed then as in the past.
The line will give greater facilities, and
will encourage the employment of more
people.

Mr, W. C. ANGWIN (East Fre-
mantle) : I am pleased the Government
intend to advance the Murchison district,
and for that reason I rise to support the
Bill. Uufortunately for the State we
cannot get over the difficulty that a large
number of the best of onr mines are
owned by those living outside the State,
and while it costs a great deal of money
to open up districts, the profits go outside
the State. That is unfortunate for us,
but no doubt the time will come, as it
has done in Vietoria, when these difficul-
ties will be removed, and that a greater
number of our mihing propositions will
be owned in this State. There is no
doubt that the distriets on the Murchison
field require opening up. Mention has
been made io-day of the Meekatharra
area. 1 would like to see the Govern-
ment bring down a Bill to extend railway
communication to that district, but every-
thing eannot be done at once. I trust
the time is near at hand when Bills for
the construction of railways to cpen up
-other mining distriets will be introduced
by the Qovernment ; if so, the Govern-
ment can always rely on support from
me. The advancement of the country is
bound wp in the public works poliey ;
once we cease the development of the
State we immediately go backward, and
I hope the Government will pursue the
policy initiated here and improve the
State by building railways.

Mr. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret) :
I have very few words to say in connec-
tion with the measure. I have listened
to the optimistic speeches delivered from
both sides of the House in favour of this
railway. I have supported for a con-
siderable time railway communication to
this country before Black Range had been
revived the second time. Black Range
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is one of the oldesi fields between Cue,
going towards the Mouni Margaret fields.
Black Range was prospected, I think,
nearly 13 years ago ; it is 12 years since
I first went through that eountry myself,
and it was then a very promising place.
A large amount of money has been spent
in prospecting that eountry ; one pros-
pector has spent in and around that area
£20,000 in prospecting, and that man’s
name is Owen Daly, the original pros-
peetor. [ Mr. Joknson : Micky, the
priest.] That is the name he was known
by amongst prospectors, That man spent
more money in legitimately prospecting
new country than any other man in
Western Australia. I dare say that man
spent more money in opening up mines
by sending out prospectors with horses
and camels loaded with provisions to go
throngh virgin country than any other
man. For many a year there was not a
soul in Black Range, only an odd pros-
pector going through. Six years ago
the place revived and it is progressing,
and according to the battery retnrns it
has made great improvement during the
last 18 months or two years. Toc much
eredit can be placed on the output ; there
are many old fields which at one time
were equally as prosperous as Black
Range. If anyone tried to say a word
against Kanowna not being a flonrishing
centre when it contained no less than
30,000 people on a sinall area, no one
would have believed it ; to-day there are
very few people there, [Mr, Collier: It
was largely alluviall Tt was largely al-
lavial, but there are some very fine reefs,
and one or two are heing worked yet.
I noticed from the report of a deputa-
tion last week that Mr. Walker, who
headed that deputation, pointed out that
there were only one or two mines capable
of treating ore in that loeality through
want of water, and the deputation ap-
pealed to the Government to reduee the
price of water ; and T feel certain there
must be gold in some of the reefs which
would make that place lock up. I am
sorry the Government could not give that
small assistance to the deputation by
cheapening the water to enable the people
to try some of the old properties. Ihave
centres in my electorate that years aga
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were flourishing, and for every ten men
there now, there were twenty or thirty
years ago. The same thing obtains
throoghout the lengih and breadth of the
goldfields of Western Australia, and
generally throughout the goldfields of
Australasia, the ounly difference between
the goldfields of Western Australia and
the goldfields of the East being that when
the gold gave out to such a degree in the
East that it would not keep a large popu-
lation on the fields. the land was so good
for agricultural and pastoral purposes
that there was left behind a large popula-
tion ot agrienltwrists, That is what the
golditelds of Western Australia have not
yet done, so that when diggers leave a
district it becomes bare, the population
has goue. but a very large population on
the Eastern States goldfields have been
left behind. Black Range is not a digger’s
field: it is owned practieally by Vie-
torian syndicates, and the only money the
people get there is the wages, and of
course that received by the business
people. The member for Mount Magnet
pointed out that £60,000 had been spent
in public buildings in Black Range. He
meant public buildings erected by the
public. 1 am not aware the Government
erected £60,000 worth of public build-
ings there. Frowm the land sales in that
distriet last year the (Government re-
ceived a large sum. The people bought
land from the Government at a high price
for it was a rising township, but many
could not vealise to-day ; only those who
bought eorner blocks and obtained public
house licenses ecould obtain value for
their holdings. Some of the blocks had
" increased fenfold, bui there were many
blocks whieh would not sell for the money
paid for them at the sale. While not op-
posing this  line, T intend to move an
amendnient to enable the member for
Murehison to reply to statements which
have been made Dby speakers who fol-
lowed him. When Ministers get up and
make the hon. member (Mr. Holman)
call people thieves, robbers, and speeu-
lators, it is enly right he should have an
opportunity of replyving. The hon. mem-
ber simply said finaneial speeulators from
Vietoria. That is quite another matter.
I intend to move that the word * now”
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be strnck out, with the object of adding
to the motion the words “ihis day six
months,” to enable the member for Mur-
chison to make it clear to the House and
the country what he did° mean. I am
one of those who will aiways help a mem-
ber to get a fair deal in Parliament,

Mr. SPEAKER : T hope the hon.
member is not reflecting on the Chair. I
heard the Minister say that the member
for Murchison said “these capitalists—
thieves and robbers,’! but I understand the
Minister put that construction on it him-
self, and did not quote the member for
Murchison’s words. He did not say the
member used those words at all. I take
it the words were used in a sort of casual
way that capitalists were by some known
as thieves and robbers. If I thought the
Minister meant the remark in an offensive
way I wounld have called him to order.

Mr. TAYLOR : 1 have no intention
of reflecting on the Chair. The Minister
made use of the words, and other mem-
bers have made an attack on the member
for Murehison, which in my opinion it
1s necessary he shounld reply to. The
mewmber for Murchison has known the
country for years; he has been in the
district a long time and he should place
his views clearly before the House. Mem-
bers have spoken as if they knew as
much about Black Range as others ; but
they did not know that country when it
was opened up. So far as the amount
of money spent there having proved the
stability of the place there is no proof at
all.  The member for Mount Mngnet
pointed out there were 31 head of stamps
there ; T want to tell the member that
something like 100 heads of stamps are
to be found at Wiluna, not all falling on
stone, but more or less; there were 40
head of stamps put up at Wiluna at one
glap. If the Wiluna country had been
boomed for a railway at that time there
would have been ample grounds for con-
structing it. We did build a telegraph line
there and there have heen many com-
plainis about it. When a company puts
down 40 head of stamps without locating
a reef and without knowing the value,
and when a place is boomed for all it is
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worth, it 35 no real argument for building
a railway ; but it seems that once the
country gets into the hands of a syndi-
eate a railway should be built. There was
no talk of Black Range having this rail-
way until a Victorian syndicate got hold
of some of the mines.

The Premier : Does not that apply
fo nearly all mining communities 3

My, TAYLOR : It should not. It
does not apply to Meekatharra. It ap-
plies in other places. Where there is a
burning desire to connect with the rail-
way, we find there influential syndicates
holding the land. When the Ravens-
thorpe country was held by prospectors
there was no desire to build a railway
line, but as soon as a company bought
the smelter and the prospectors sold out
to that company, a railway was decided
on. The same thing applies in most
cases. All the country gets from the
Black Range district is the wages paid to
the miners. The dividends go away. Tt
has cost the country a considerable sum
already to develop that distriet, but the
dividends go out of the State. At Meeka-
tharra it is different. It is a small dis-
triet ; whereas the Black Range is an
area covering anywhere from just beyond
Mount Magnet practically to Lawlers, It
is about 90 miles square, but Meeka-
tharra is covered by two of three miles
unless there has been an increase since
I was there six or seven years ago.

Mr. Oeitmann : Is that any argument?

Mr. TAYLOR : It is a fair argument,
becanse the Minister made a comparison
between Meekatharra and Black Range.
He ecompared one centre held by genuine
prospectors keeping the money in the
State, with a whole goldfield held by Vie-
torian syndieates, and the dividends going
out of the country.

The Minister for Mines : Do not talk
nonsense. How many ¢ompanies are there
at Meekatharra ¢

Mr. TAYLOR : Meekatharra is prin-
cipally held by the prospectors. All good
shows at Black Range paying dividends
are held by eompames. The argument
advanced by the member for Geraldton
(Mr. T. L. Brown) is fallacions. No one
representing farmers wounld use such an
argument in favour of railway construe-
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tion. The hon. member pointed out that
theve were 60 or 70 teams between Mapgnet
and Black Range earting provisions to
Black Range, and that those teams needed
fodder, and that it was necessary for the
railway to go through to give Geraldton
and the farming land around Geraldton
its natural mart, But as soon as the rail-
way goes through there will be no need
for the farmers’ produce for teamsters.
The railway will carry the goods. Tt is
noe arguuent to use against railway eon-
struetion that it will replace teamsters.
We had thousands of teamsters earting
to Coolgardie when the railway was just
beyond Northam. They are gone now.
We cannot argue in favour of sticking
to team traffic because the teams consame
fodder, but that is the idea some farmers
would like us to adopt. The member for
Geraldton was perfeetly correet when he
said that Geraldton was the natural port
for that portion of the State. The same
argument has been unsed ever since the
raibway was built past Moont Magnet,
and there was a desive to get it extended
to Lawlers before Black Range was any-
thing. The trouble was in Sir John For-
rest’s time that there was nothing between
Magnet and Lawlers te justify the con-
struetion of a line, because the distance
was something like 160 miles and there
was no place between Mount Magnet and
Lawlers which could bhe made a terminus
to warrant a railway construetion. How-
ever, since Black Range has prospered it
has been an argument in favour of the
construction of the line from Mount Mag-
net to Black Range as a terminal point ;
so mueh sn, that there is no force that can
prevent it. No matter what Government
is in power, it would feel justified in econ-
strueting that line. If Black Range had
been in the same position ten years age
when Sir John Forrest was pushing on
with his railway poliecy, a line to Black
Range would undoubtedly have been built,

The Attorney General : From where 1

Mr. TAYLOR : From Mount Magnet.
* The Attorney General : From Leonora.

Mr. TAYLOR : Ten years ago ihere
was no line to Leonora, but there was a
line being pushed on to Cue through
Mount Magmet, At that time the line
wonld have been built, because Lawlers
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was in so flourishing eondition, and all
the back country from Lawlers, and there
were ithousands at Lake Darlét, that it
would lhave even warranted a line being
pushed across the streteh that is now being
broken by Black Range. As I said be-
fore. T hope Black Range will be success-
ful. I hope the district will last, and T
hope it will give preater results in its big
area than the Golden Mile at Kalgoorlie
has done ; but I want to say that if ali
our fields were taken at the same stage of
-their prosperity as Black Range is to-day,
the same argument conld have heen used
to justify expenditure of this nature. I
bave no desire to oppose the construction
of this railway, though I recognise that
a railway from Nannine to Meekatbarra
would be of greater advantage to the
people of Meekathayra than this line will
he to the people whe are at a similar
distance heyond the terminus of the pro-
posed railway. The people twenty miles
farther on will be in nothing like as bad
a position as the people of Meekatharra
are in to-day. The people of Meekathaira
are very energetic people, they have done
zoml work, but they are handicapped in
many ways, particularly in regard to
firewood and mining timber. They are
worse off than Black Range is, because
the timber around Black Range "cannot
have been eut out vet,

The Dremier : Not the firewood, but
the mining timber is. ‘

Mr. TAYLOR : The same thing applies
in everv district. in my own and in the
Menzies district. They have to go out
for miles for firewood,

Mr. Heitmann: There is timber going
from Moora to Black Range at present.

Mr. TAYLOR : Even if the railway
line i huilt it will be necessary to cart
timher to the railway, bat perhaps they
will be ahle to get timber from the coastal
districts where it is plentiful. The people
on the North Coolgardie field have to send
south to Coolgardie where it is plentiful.
The Gwalia mines have run out a tram-
way 22 miles to get firewood. We have
the firewood difficulty all over the gold-
fields, but certainly a railway will faeili-
tate the gefting of timber. Most mines
will have to run out their own tramways
to where the helts of timber oceur. 1 do
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not wish to delay the debate, but my ob-
jeet in rising was to give the member for
Murchison an opportuntty of replying to
some of the statenients made by members
in this debate. I desire to move an
amendment, and when the member for
Murchizson has spoken in answer I shall
withdraw it. [ move as an amendment:

That the word “new” be struck out
and “this day six months” be added.

Me, T. WALKER (Kanowna): It
seems to me rather extraordinary that this
debate should have iaken the course it
has. I listened very attentively to the
member for Murchison, and although I
heard him advoeate the claims of Meeka-
tharra for a railway and a different route
for the Black Range railway, I heard him
distinetly say that be was not opposing
the construction of a railway to Black
Range and that it would have his support.
So I was rather smrprised to hear him
attacked as opposing this line, becanse he
has not opposed it ; he has taken the
oceasion, while advoeating this line, to
dvaw attention to ancther very necessary
Yine ; and I sincerely hope that both the
Black Range line and the Meekatharra
line will be constructed. I think there is
room for both. Both are absolutely neces-
sary ; and the elaims of one do not infer-
fere with the claims of the other. Tnless
words mean nothing, the hon. member is
in favour of this Railway Bill, and I
hope, therefore, we shall have a unani-
mous vate upon it, instead of going to a
division. I was somewhat astonished at
the member for Mount Margaret (M,
Taylor), who alse said he was in favour
of the line, and wanted it, and then piled
argument on argpument to depreciate the
value of a railway to Black Range. His
action is rather extraordinary.

Mr, Taylor : T replied only to optimis-
tie speeches.

Mr. WALKER : Optimistie speeches?
Let us for goodness sake have some opti-
mism as to the development of the mining
industry., I felt slightly wounded myself
wlen as an illustration he dragged in
Kanowna as a deserted mining township.
Let 1me tell the hon. member that in spite
of the bad treatment the mining industry
at Kanowna is receiving in some respeets,
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owing to the poverty of the State, I have
absolute faith that Kanowna will again
come o the front. Tt has outrun the first
rush, as most mining districts do. Why,
I remember thirty ‘years ago being in
Bendigo or Sandhurst, when the ery was
that the place was ruined. Tt is more
prosperous now than it was in its first and
palmy days. The same may be said of
Kanowna, Black Range, and other places
—that there has been a depreciation.
There is bound to be, for we are entering
upon a new phase of mining in this State;
we are passing through the early boom
staze, the alluvial stage, and are settling
down to solid work, settling down to
applying machinery and up-to-date plant
to the development of this industry . and
what has been said of Kanowna may
equally well be said of Kalgoorlie itself.
That being so, we need not hesitate in
spending a little money on the construe-
tion of a ratlway that will help the intro-
duction of a new era of mining in this
State, and will bring into operation that
machinery and those processes without
which our mineral wealth is difficult of
extraction, but with which oor mines will
be of more permanent value. T eannot
see why we should not support this rail-
way project because a railway is wanted
somewhere else. We ean conscientiously
support both. It is not necessary to bring
them into eomparison. The necessity for
both has been established. I wonld re-
spectfully sngeest to those engaged in
this conflict that this conflict should cease.
Tet us get this railway now, because it is
the cne before us, and then lef vs hasten
to secure another.

Mr. J. AL B. STCART :
amendment.

Mr. J. B. HOLMAN (Murchison):
Speaking on tie amendmeni I wish to
make myself clear, though I did so when
speaking previously. I asked the Spea-
ker's ruling as to whether it would be
possible for me to move an amendment
to alter the route, and the Speaker said
“No.” I said, “In that case I will support
this present railway project, and I hope
it will be pushed through at the earliest
possible moment.” T stated Farther that
I shoyld not be doing my duty to the

I second the
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House if I did not sax what I eonsidered
was the best route. I did so. Then we
had members on this (Opposition) side
making rather servious and incorreet state-
ments, and puiting them into mv mouth.
The member for Geraldton (Mr. T. L.
Brown), for igstance, says 1 stated that
the only timber belt which the line would
pass through was on the route to Nannine.
That i= an absurd statement. What is
known as the Dismal Serub extends for
many niles, aud runs through my own
electorate.  The railway would pass
through that serub on either the Nannine
route or the Mount Magmet route, The
serub runs right throngh for seores of
miles. I defy any member to say that T
said a single word in opposition to this
Railway Bill ov to Geraldton. However,
he (Mr. T. L. Brown) is a young mem-
ber ; and I will not take any FEarther
notice of him. We had the member for
Mount Magnet (Mr. Troy) eriticising my
remarks, and expressing doubts aboul my
knowledge of the distriet. I do net pro-
fess to have much knowledge, but I have
vet to learn that he ean teach me anything
about the Murehison distriet. I have not
visited Black Range, and did not speak of
it from personal knowledge. But the
Minister made some statements that ave
absolutely incorreet, and as is his habit,
put words info my mouth. He is accus-
lomed to sneering at and trying to make
little of other members in this Chamber,
and of the propositions they bring for-
ward. When I spoke of influential com-
panies, I spokc of them with respect ;
and I am sorry that the Minister should
try to make me speak of them as thieves
and robbers.

The Minister for Railways : 1 said you
did not say that.
Mr. HOLMAN : I know; but the

inference was that I meant they were
thieves and robbers. YWhen I mentioned
influential companies 1 meant strong
financial ecompanies ; and I regret to say
that such companies have much more in-
fluence than the ordinary working pro-
spector, who should have the first con-
sideration from any Minister for Mines
or from any other legislator in this State.
I am sorry to think that the Minister
characterises any influential companies as
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thieves and robbers. Probably he knows
more of them than I. The Minister inade
a most unfair comparison between Meeka-
tharra and Blaek Range. He contrasted
the production of gold in the whole of
the Black Range distriet with that of the
small Meekathuura centre, whereas the
Black Range goldfield contains eight or
nine centres. The £400,000 worth of gold
is a refiun from the whole Black Rauge
goldfield. A nrailway to Meekatharra
would assist Peak Hill also, and the gold
return from the districts which that rail-
way would assist is three or four tines
greater than the return from the whole
Black Range goldfield. The railway would
reduce by £3 per ton the cartage to Peak
Hill, and would probably enable Peak
Hill te employ 400 men, employment
there being now restricted owing to the
high cost of earvinge and the high cost of
everything else. The total return of gold
from the centres T referred to—Peak Hill,
Abbotts and other centres in the Meeka-
tharra distriect—is nearly 11% millions ;
whereas the total produetion so far of the
whole Black Range goldfield is a little
over £400,000. There may be something
i the amendment of the bon. member
{Mr. Tavlor), that we should pause before
authorising an expenditure of £150,000.
Again, the Minister for Mines, when
speaking of Meekatharra, one of the
eentres for whieh T desire a railway,
mentioned the gold production of Meeka-
tharra. e knows very well that even to
the present day the seareity of water at
Mceekatharra prevents any great increase
in the gold predoetion. One wine, with
ten bead of stamps, has closed down owing
o the shortage of water. He knows that
for years the Meekatharra State Rattery
was for the same reason compelled to
work only six or twelve hours a day; that
thousands of tons of stone were there
wailing to be stamped ; that to-day thon-
sands of tons of e¢yanide sands are waiting
there for treatment ; and that with o
sufficient water supply the gold output
would gradually improve. I desire to
place fhese facts before the Chamber,
though not to oppose the Black Range
railway. But when we are considering
the iwo cuses, there is some reason why
we should pause before involving ourselves
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in the expenditure unecessitated by the
line to Black Range. The amendment
{Mr. Taylor’s) has perhaps more in it
than appears on the surface. Meeka-
tharra is a small centre, and the Minister
compared its gold production with that
of the Black Range goldfield, which has
many different centres,

The Minister for Mines: Name the
other places in the Black Range goldfield
of which you talk so much.

Mr. HOLMAN : Sandstone, Maninga
Marley, Burrigrin, Montagu raunges, Nun-
garra-—there are about seven or eight
centres. We know the cause of the great
inerease of the produetion of Black
Range during tbe last month or so. After
mines have been working for some time,
carting machipery, quantities of stone ac-
cumulate on the surface. They then
erush the acenmulations, and there is an
inereased return for one or two months.
But within the last few months there has
been a serious decreage of 7,000 ounces
in one month and 6,000 ounces in another,
Now with regard to the price of timber,
If the railway was eonstimeted to Meeka-
tharra, timber could be provided at £2 10s.
per ton less than the present price. But
I will not use that as an argument. If
there were inflaential eomnpanies at Meeka-
tharra, the Minister for Mines would
adopt 2 totally different attitude. He has
not given that place the consideration it
deserves : if he bad, it wonld be in a
different position. Even with the dis-
advantgges under which it has laboured,
the gold output has inereased hy a hun-
dred per cent. every vear during the last
two ov three years ; and with fair and
reasonable treatment deekatharra will be
seeond to no other place in Western Aus-
tralia. T do not say that with a view to
deerying Black Range, which 1 hope will
rise and eventually take the place now
held by Kalgoovlie. No one will be hetter
pleased than 1 to see goldfields springing
up, which by (heir good returns will en-
able us to keep up the” output of past
vears. Al the same time we should aim
at sopporting those now in the State and
assisling to open up the country, and not
wait until influential eompanies secure the
plums, thus allowing prospectors to he
driven ont and teplaced hy influential
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speculators. I recogmise, liowever, there
are prospectors at Black Range, and for
that reason 1 shall support the Bill though
the line is not to start from the point at
which [ consider it should. T desire to
assist tle passage of this measure, and
will add whatever influence T may possess
with the Government to urge that the eon-
struetion of the line be pushed on as early
as possible.  Finding that the route I
suggest is not to be adopted, I shall not
for that veason attempt to obstruet the
construction of the line. When members
rise to criticise, [ desire they should eriti-
¢ise on facts; and I defy anyone on either
side of the House to prove that I have
ever said a word In opposition to the
Black Range railway. I have merely
done what I considered my duty in point-
ing out that while one route wonld open
up an extensive area of anriferous eoun-
try, there is nothing te justify the con-
struetion of a railway over the ronte sug-
wesied by the Government. I think I
have made myself clear on that poiqt;
if not, I shall do so when the question
comes to a vote. I shall support the
second reading of the Bill, and will not
oppose it in Conunittee. T am sorry the
Minister for Mines should, in his desire
to hoost Black Range, during his speech
have helittled Meekatharra.

Mr. Taylor : T ask leave to withdvaw

my amendment.

Objeetion made ; leave not given.

Mr. SPEAKER : T desire to say that
this is the first oeccasion on which I have
pernitted the rules of the House to be
infringed fo such an extent, and I intend
not to again permit it. The hon. member
admitted, when moving the amendment,
that he did so for a specific purpose not
within the Standing Orders ; and should
that eourse he attempted on another oecca-
sivn, I shall not permit it.

Mr. Taylor : 1 was at least candid with

the Honse.

Mr. SPEAKER : Yes; but I shall
not allow the rules of the House to be
abused. I allowed the hreach on this
occaston oat of consideration for the mem-
ber tor Murchison, who appeared to con-
sider he was labouring under an injustice;
but I have also to consider other members,
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and [ shall not again permit this action.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. BE. E. HEITMANN {Cue): Speak-
ing on the motion, I have very little to say
except that I'am pleased to see the mea-
sure introduced, but am sorry that mem-
bers vepresenting a particular portion of
the State are inclined to be warm on the
subject. When two or three yehrs ago
the question of the eonstruetion of this
line first came up, the people of Cue were
of the opinion that the railway should
start from Cue, in much the same way
as the people of Nannine now think it
should start from that town. In the then
prospeets of Cue, in view of the possibili-
ties of Frrols, Berrambi, Berrigrin, and
Montagu Ranges, I think we were justi-
fied in agitating for the construetion of
the line from Cue. TUnfortunately, the
prospects of those ecentres have not
brizhtened as was hoped at that time ;
and I feel T am now justified in support-
ing the building of the line from Magnet.
[Mr. Holman : Berrambi and Errols are
looking up.] Trne; but there are only
one ar two companies working. T was
sorry to hear so much reference this even-
ing to the faet that the mines at Black
Rarge arve largely held hy Victorian eom-
panies. The memher for Mt. Margaret
(Mr. Tayler) seemed to make much of
that fact, and wsed it as an argument
against the railway, complaining that the
dividends were going out of the conntry.
If it were possible by not building the
line to keep that money in the State, [
should eounsel that it be not built ; bat
the non-eonstruetion of the railway will
not preveni the dividends ooing out of
the conntry. And ihis mueh at Jeast munst
be said for the mines held by companies,
that bad the companies not aequired the
properties, Black Range would not have
progressed at the rate it has done. I
would like to point ont aiso in fairness—
I admit Meekatharra is a good mining
cenlre—that there is not one privately-
owned mine in Western Australia that
would continue to be privately owned if
the companies would pay the prices asked
for them ; not even in Meekatharra, al-
though I hope we shall always have there,
as elsewhere, mines held by the prospec-

tors. At the same time I recognise that
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the progress of a field is retarded by the
absence of companies; and I suppose
every mine in Meekatharra to-day that is
privately owned is on the market, and
would be sold if the companies were to
offer the owners their price. Therefore
that the mines are owned by companies
and the dividends are going out of the
country is no argument against the con-
struction of this or any other line. To
some extent it is even an argument in
their favour. Had the companies not
acquired the mines at Black Range, the
results achieved to date from the mines
would not have heen so great. I am pre-
pared to support this Bill and hope the
line will be commenced at an early date.
I am convinced the Black Range district
is destined to become one of the most
prosperous of the mining distriets in
‘Western Australia.

Mr. J. A. 8. STUART (Leonora): I
have thus far refrained from speaking
on this proposition ; but one point has
been overlooked. While I have no desire
to do anything that would retard the
development of the eountry or to prevent
the people of Black Range from getting
their railway, I think in this case the
line is t» be constructed from the wrong
end. The construction from Magnet will
result in the line during construction, the
most payable period, becoming merely a
feeder to the privately-owned Midland
Railway. Believing as I do in the State
ownership of railways, I would strain
any point to have this line during its
most remunerative period as a feeder for
the Eastern Goldfields Railway, or any
other Government line. I have made a
rough ecaleulation, and it seems to me I
am well within the mark in saying the
benefit to be derived by the Midland Rail-
way Company in having this line as a
feeder during construetion will amount
to about £100,000. We have had a Mini-
sterial utterance to the effect that this
Iine will be continued through to junetion
with the Eastern Goldfields Railway,
making through connection between the
Eastern Goldfields and the western coast.
Taking for granted that this will be
done——

Raitway Bill,

The Jinister for Mines: I snid I hoped
it would be continned through at some
future date,

Mr., STUART: I would remind the
Minister for Mines that he is not the enly
Minister,

The Minister for Mines: I understood
you to say I had promised the line would
be continued through.

Mr. STUART: It was not a promise to
which T was referring, but an utterance
hy the Premier at Lawlers some nine
months ago. Taking for granted that
this Ministerial utterance was not mere
idle talk, and that the throngh line will
be construected some day, would it not be
wise to begin the construction of the line
at that ehd which would feed the Govern-
ment railway rather than feeding the
Midland Company’s railway ? The
through eonneetion is only a maiter of
time, and at this stage the money eon-
sideration is the greater and move vital
one.

Mr. Bath: The Midland Company
would not reap such immense henefit.
Most of the traffic would. ge by sea to
Geraldton.

Mr. STUART: I am satisfied I am
putting forward an absolutely sound pro-
position. The Government’s proposition
is to spend £150,000 on the construetion
of a railway from Magnet to Black
Range. To that T have no objection,
except to say that if the interests of the
State are to be conserved, the line should
be started from the Eastern Goldfields
end. TFor fear anyone may suppose I
say this now hecause I represent a con-
stitueney in the Eastern Goldfields, I may
say that T wrote five years ago in terms
similar to the words I am now using. I
went farther and said that rather than
that the Midland Company should reap
this inecome which showld go into the
coffers of the State, I would favour the
starting of the line from Goomalling, a
proposition which was met with derisive
lagghter when put forward bhere the
other day by the member for Pilbarra
(Mr. Underwood). I recognise that in
this atter there is no chance of the
Government taking the sensible view, and
studying the interests of the State, by
beginning the econstruetion of this line
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from the Fastern Goldfields end. I
wounild, however, point out to the Govern-
ment that this railway proposition leaves
1 certain portion of the East Murehison
Goldfield in an unenviable position. I
refer to Lawlers, which 1s surrounded by
low-grade propositions that to-day are
putting forward the best exposition of
the treatment on low-grade properties
vet seen in Western Australia. Sinece
these people have been working under
these disadvantages for so long, I think
the Government should have extended to
them consideration at least equal to that
shown to Black Range. Under this rail-
way proposal, Lawlers will be in the un-
enviable position of being midway be-
tween the two termini, 80 miles from
Leonorn and 96 miles from Black Range
—hoth distances too great to permit of
their carrying on under present conditions
and showing a profit. having regard to
the expense ot transport. | hope there-
fore that the Ministerial promise given,
hacked up as it is by the departmental
reports, will be carried into effect; that
not only will the Magnet-Black Range
Railway be construeted, but’also that the
missing link, so to speak, in the railway
systems of the Murehison and Eastern
Goldfields will be construeted also. I
would point out that many of the argu-
ments used to-night in support of the con-
struction of this line might have been
used in favour of the construction of
that section of the through line to which
I have referred. For example, the State
Mining Engineer in his last report asks
the question, “Will a railway to Black
Range pay?’ And he goes on to answer
it in these terms:—

“This is a question that eannot be
answered positively, as no one can say
with any certainty what will be the ex-
tent of the development of the distriet.
We can only look at the position of the
various mines and form an opinion as
to what magnitude their operations are
likely to atiain, and go upon that esti-
mate. I have above said that in my
opinion a population of 3,000 or 4,000
people would soon be settled at Black
Range if the railway were made, and
I do not think that the estimate is too
high by any means. The cost of con-
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struction of the railway and the fre-
quency of the train service would affect
the question of the paying nature of
the line very much, and will be best
dealf with in the reports of the Engi-
neer-in-Chief, and of the Railway De-
partment. For my own part I am
doubtful if the line would pay directly
if earried only from Mount Magnet
to Black Range, though I think it
would he well worth making on aegount
of its indirect benefits to the distriet
and to the State, but the position would
be mueh improved by running it
through Lawlers to conneet with Leo-
nora or Mount Maleolm.”

Perhaps the grounds T have stated will
not have suffieient weight with the Gov-
ernment to induce them to alter their
intention; but I say a Government having
due regard for the welfare of the State

_should be largely influenced by the fact

that tv a certain extent this line will be
a feeder to the Midland Railway. As 1
know it is useless urging that considera-
tion va the Government, [ wish merely
to place on record my opinion on this
point. We have heard much as to the
ownership of the mines at Black Range;
and [ desire to say, without disrespect to
this House or anyone in the House, there
has been far too much lobbying and
whipping. When a few farmers come here
with a petition for an agrieultural railway
and interview one or two members of
Parliament to place before them their
wants, the fact is enlarged apon. 1 would
take those people into eonsideration and
strain a point to do them justice and
afford them faecilities, before 1 would con-
sider Bewick, Moreing & Co., or Kauf-
mann, or Hans Irvine. These people are
largely interested in the line. The pro-
spectors in the old days had to be content
to travel out on a brumby or a camel or
even wallk, but now when the gilt-edged
erowd have got in they must have their
railway with its Pullman ecar, dining ear,
eteetera; and this while other districts
are being starved for want of communica-
tion. If there were a delay in the con-
struetion of the Black Range railway it
would not militate against the output of
the field.
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The Minister for Mines: Would you
support a railway from Leonora to Law-
lers?

Mr. STUART: If the departmental
returns warranted it. If any person in
my electorate were to bring me a wild-cat
line and asked me to support it, I would
refuse to do so. If the construction of
this line were delayed for a reasonable
time it would not mean the closing down
of any of the mines. We know that the
mines at Black Range are essentially high-
grade propositions.” There are other
places in the country where there arve
low-grade propositions which wonld be
of permanent value but cannot he worked
at present owing (o the want of railway
communieation. It is a pity, perhaps,
they have not Mr, Irvine or someone else
to put their case forward for them.

The Minister for Mines: What are those
other places?

Mr. STUART: There is Peak Hill
which has been langunishing for years.
[Mr. Collier: And is likely to be.] There
is also Lawlers. In the Minister's own
district there are many localities which
would be much better with a railway. 1
was about to refer to the gilt-edged mines
at Black Raunge. Although I have no
intention to oppose the construction of
the line, still I hope it will only be looked
upon as preliminary to linking wp right
through. The member for Geraldton (Mr.

T. L. Brown} put forward his side of the-

case. 1 consider, however, that he is
really shorisighted, for I look upon
Geraldton as likely to become one of
these days, if we act wisely and adopt a
sensible attitnde in our railway eonstrue-
tion, the Brindisi of the West. This will
not occur, however, if railway lines are
run out and terminate nowhere. These
ideas may be regarded as visionary, but
when we get a line through from the
Eastern States to Kalgoorlie, we will have
it inked right through to Geraldton, with
the result that the port will come into its
heritage and will be the first port of call
in Western Australia.  Members may
langh, but I am not far wrong in this
idea. These are the views I hold in re-
ard to railway construetion in Western
Australia, and T hope to see them given
consideration. The Minister bas asked
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me whether I would support the con.
struction of a line to Lawlers. If tha
distriet stood by itself I shounld not d¢
g0, but as being one of the landmark:
that will serve as a connecting link be
tween the two systems, I consider it i
entitled to more eonsideration than it i
getting. Black Range is gilt-edged an¢
I wili show how by the following anecdote
Sometime ago a friend of mine opened ar
hotel, and he was asked if he were doing
well. He said, “Unfortunately I openec
on Saturday. I took £70, but on the
Sunday, as I had to elose, I only tool
£40.7

Mr. Seaddan: Like the hotel at Guild
ford which advertises especially for Sun
day traffie.

Mr. STUART: I hope the Governmen:
will give consideration to Lawlers, whicl
has been languishing under adverse con
ditions for a long time. ¥ regret the in
eident between the Minister and the mem
ber for Murehison (Mr. Hohnan), and
I am convinced there was a misunder
standing. I am sorry that in a discunssior
of this kind so mueh heat should be dis
played. 8o far as T am concerned, i
anyone in my electorate wants a railwaj
and I think it is justified, T will advoeat
it with all the foree, and perhaps venom
of which I am eapable, If anvone come
to me with a wild-eat proposition T wil
refuse to advocate it. Considering thi
Present financial position of the Stati
1 think the Black Range distriet ean wai
a litile while longer, and until some o
the other places have been served. I d¢
not intend to oppose the second reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon
N. Keenan}: It is a matter for regre
that, when examining the merits of th
Bill now before the House, memben
should allow themselves to be led astraj
hy comparing eertain other proposals
which to their minds are much morn
mevitorious, and deprecating in eompari
son the present proposal. I say that par
ticularly in connection with the possibility
of a railwvay bebween Meekatharra anc
Nannine,

AMr. Holman':
there.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
is not because Meekatharra deserves ¢

There is no detractior
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railway that Black Range should be left
without one. It may be that the merits
of Meekatharra only shine in comparison
with the greater merits of Black Range.
I have no idea of supporting this Bill
on the ground of comparison, but simply
on the ground that the district itself
merits railway communication. It is per-
feetly tme that one might reasonably
eriticise the proposal from the point of
view taken by the member for Leonora,
althongh perhaps in not quite the same
strain. It might be argued that because
the mineral belt is known to extend north
and south, the railway should, if possible,
ran in the same direetion and not across
it.  When the railway runs east and
west, you ean only tap the mining belt
at the spot at whieh it s crossed. [3fr.
Batk: There may be parallel belts.] I
know that for years it has been a promi-
nent idea that there should be a trunk line
running north and south along the line
of the mineral belt, with eonnections run-
ning east and west for the purpose of
joining with the ecoast. This proposal
might have been eriticised from that point
of view, but the reply is that in order to
give communication to Black Range from
the nearest seaboard, the line to Mount
Magnet should be built, as the total dis-
tance in that case would be 310 miles;
whereas, if there were a north and -south
railway going from Leonora to Lawlers
and thence to Black Range, it would mean
from the seaboard to Black Range a dis-
tance of 780 miles.

~ Mr. Bath: Lawlers is north-west of
Leonora.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is
approximately north and along the line
of the mineral belt, although, nnfortn-
nately, it has not yet produced any great
results. When one remembers that if
the north and south line were con-
structed, it would mean ealling upon those
working at Black Range and developing
the country there to hear the cost of
transit for 780 miles as against 310 miles
by the proposal now before the House,
one realises it would not be justifiable to
put that burden on the people unless the
line were some part of a great scheme
to go right throngh to the point where
the mineral belt joins the coastline abont

160)
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Roebourne. Although for many reasons
I would like to see communication with
the Eastern fields, the State is not justi-
fied in providing it now, The argument
that the proposed line will fatten the
Midland Company has no weight, for I
cannot conceive it possible that, if there
is a large demand for supplies at Black
Range, those supplies will not be earried
by water te Geraldton, the natural port,
It looks like hunting for some absnrd
reason to suppose that people, merchants
and others, will send their goods over an
expensive railway when a cheap water
carriage is at hand. I should not think
people would be foolish enough to do
that at present, nor would they in the
future.

Mr. T. L. Browr: All heavy machinery
goes by Singapore and Geraldton.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We
would all be glad to see Geraldton flourish
and to hear that its future wag all that
pictured by the member for Leonora (Mr.
Stnart), who suggested that it wonld be-
come the Brindisi of the West. I have
been at Brindisi, and a more miserable,
dirty place T have never been in ir my
life. In comparison to it Albany is a
magnificent eity. While the member for
Leonora wishes the town well, it is not
a wish I should like to see realised that
Geraldton should become like Brindisi,
There is one other feature I refer to and
it is the supposed lobbying that has taken
place in regard to this measure. I know
of none. I know this much that the mem-
ber for Mount Magnet naturally is
keenly interested in connection with g
proposition of this character, and on
several occasions has had informal dis-
cussions with me on the matter. I have
never heen asked, nor have I heard of
any other member being asked, to sup-
port the Bill. The measure has been left
to be dealt with on ils merits, and it is
unfair that continual charges should be
made which reflect on the honour of
every member of the House. The lobby-
ing was said to have taken place on a
colossal seale on a Bill recently before the
House. TUntil members are certain of
their ground they should hesitate before
impugning the honour of members. In
this instance I am sure there is no justi-



1640 Mt Magnet-Black Range

fication for the rvemark as to unfair lob-
bying, for nothing of the sort has been
done by any member interested in the
construetion of the line. I hope the Bill
will be dealt with on its merits, and if it
is its construction will be authorised.

Mr. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Pilbarra) :
I intend to support the line as I believe
it is the best railway proposition in the
State to-day, not even barring Pilbarra.
I have been convinced of this for some
time. As to the field itself, we do not
want the report of the State Mining En-
gineer nor anyone else, for anyone who
reads the history of the field since it has
been opened up and looks at the gold
returned from it, must be eonvinced that
it 15 a really good field and the most
promising distriet in Western Australia,
Another thing is that any man who looks
on the map must be positively convineed
that Mount Magnet is the proper place
to run a line from. The reason I rise to
speak is to deprecate so far as I can the
narrew, miserable, backyard politics we
are treated to whenever a proposition of
this kind is brought forward. I think
we should endeavour if possible to deal
with things from a State standpoint, and
not pass everything because it is not in
our electorate. I have held for many
years that one of the worst features of
Australian legislation is the immense
amount of roads and bridges polities that
enter into it. I wish fo enter my protest
on this oeeasion against that. We have
bhad to-day speeches made by several
members opposing the line because it
does not go through their particular

back-yard. The House should endeavour -

to deal with the question fairly and
squarely on its merits. I wish to say a
few words regarding Meekatharra. It
is a fair place T believe, but what are the
advantages of Meekatharra ¥ Meeka-
tharra after all is 24 miles from the head
of a railway, and when yon come to talk
about diffienlties, 20 miles from a railway
is not a diffienlty. I have carted stone
to a battery half tbat distance, and
mining timber considerably farther than
from Nannine (o Meekatharra. And
after all said and done we have heard a

good deal too much of Meekatharra to-.
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day. As to the prospeetors, I with others
have a great appreciation of prospectors
who own their own shows. I have my
own show ; but at the same time I say
mine is for sale, and I am pretty certain
that Meekatharra shows are for sale, and
if the owners can get buyers, whether
the huyers come from Vietoria or China
they will sell. A few remarks were made
by the member for Mt. Margaret that
were not exaetly correct. He said, the
provisions te open up Black Range dis-
trict were carted throngh Cue in the
early davs. If they were, the people
carted themn 50 miles past Mt. Magnet
and back again. The hon. member said
they got them from Cue ; that the rail-
way went there thirteen years ago. Bui
the railway was not there thirteen years
ago.

Mr. Taylor : 1 said Mt. Magnet was
opened up thirteen years ago.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : The member
said that Cue was the centre of the dis-
trict, and that thirteen years ago they
carted their stuff from Cue.

Mr. Taylor : They used to serve Mag-
net from Cue also.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : Anyone who
has been in the district knows that Mag-
net is 50 miles on the Geraldton side of
Cue, between Geraldton and Cue. How
on earth they counld get round to Cue and
baek to Black Range passes my under-
standing.

Mr. Taylor : They were prospectors.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : They must have
been prospecting for a job. Again, we
have Black Range compared with Lake
Way. There is no comparison between
the two places. Lake Way was almost
one of the first fields discovered in the
State after the first discoveries of gold,
and has been a doubtful proposition ever
since. Lake Way has never been a pro-
sperous centre. It has had its mild booms
now and again, and some very heavy
slumps ; but Black Range has never
slumped since .gold was found 5 or 6
vears ago.

Mr, Taylor : Thirteen vears ago.

Mr. TNDERWOOD : It was found
thirteen years ago and lost ; another man
came out and found it again; since then
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the output of geld from that cenire has
been increasing.

Mr. SPEAKER : I have called the
member for Mt. Margaret to order on
several occasions. I am going to insist
on better order being maintained than we
have had. There are toc many interrup-
tions, and apart from the Standing Ox-
ders it is grossly vulgar. I hope mem-
bers will desist.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : Ever since
Black Range was re-discovered six years
ago the ontput of gold has been c¢ontinn-
ally increasing. There has never been a
semblance of a slump there. In this it
it almost unigue in the history of gold
districts in Western Anustralia, and to
compare it with Lake Way is not fair.

Mr. Holman : There is no comparison,

Mr. TNDERWOQOD : Lake Way is
a place that is a very doubtful proposi-
tion ; whereas Black Range is one of
the most promising centres in Western
Australia.

Mr. H DAGLISH (Subiaco) : I in-
tend to say only a few words, and I de-
sire fo state that in my opinion this House
is vushing hastily on new railway pro-
positions and is not giving adequate con-
sideration beforehand to their effect, par-
tienlarly on the working expenses and on
the revenune of the Railway Department.
Tustead of bringing down these proposi-
tions in this piece-meal fashion and in-
dividunally, and working on the require-
ments of a distriet’s merits and the pos-
sibilities of a distriet, we ought to have
an interest in the finances of the State.
We ought to bave from the Government
every session a complete list of public
works proposed to be recommended to the
Houvse, and a complete statement of the
aggregate cost the Government requests
the House to sanction on the various
Railway Biils and public works, so that
members may know when voting on each
public works proposition exactly what
the total is to which they are asked to
commit the country. We have a large
number of public works proposed during
the present session, all brought up and
dealt with as individual items, and we
onzht not to lose sight of their bearing
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one on another and the total bearing on
the future indebtedness of the State ; on
the total amount of the increased sink-
ing fund ; and inereased interest which
will have to be provided by the State as
a result of their construction. And we
likewise lose sight, when there are rail-
way propositions before us, of their effect
on the working costs of the railway. I
contend the present system of voting on
and discussing these publie works is en-
tirely wrong, and it is in the interests of
the country that we should adopt some
new method so that the Government, in
regard fo the loan proposals and the
public works to be construected out of
loan, should adopt a partieular method
enabling every member of the House to
know what it is proposed the eountry is
committed to and the way the increased
borrowing will work out. We have now
no knowledge of what the couptry is to
be committed to. Let us take a few of
the propositions which have been dis-
cussed during the present short session.
We have the Fremantle dock which we
are told will cost about £285,000. We
are told that the Denmark railway—we
know this is a fact because it.is a pur-
chase—will cost £50,000. The Black
Range railway is estimated to . cost
£130,000 for construction, without stock.
Then we have the Nannup railway, the
second reading of which is a little later
down on the Notice Paper. Then we
have the Narrogin-Wickepin railway,
aunthorised last night, which is to eost
£36,000. We have the Pilbarra railway
authorised very recently, the estimated
cost of which is £223,000 for construetion
only, and there are the working expenses
of which we have very little knowledge
indeed, and no knowledge in regard to
the traffic. Then we have likewise to be
submitted for second reading the Pin-
jarra-Marrinup and the Newcastle-Bol-
gart railways. We are rushing headlong
with a poliey of railway construction in
the direction of adding to our working
expenses, and in the direction of adding
to our indebtedness, and we are doing it
blindfold. The Black Range railway may
possibly be a railway deserving constriie-
tion ; but T would like members to bear
in mind that any goldfields railway—if
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it be purely a goldfields railway—is a
proposition that will have to be very
carefully considered indeed, the resnlt of
whieh has to be very closely thought over,
for the reason that a goldfield after all
kas but a limited life, and if there be no
agrienltural country and no pasteral
ecountry which may be expected to keep
alive the traffic when the life of the
goldfield passes away, the eountry is
saddling itself for alt time with a heavy
indebtedness in order that it may gain a
temporary advantage, or that the persons
resident and following the industry in a
certain part may have a temporary ad-
vantage. I do not intend specifically to
discuss the railway at any length ; but I
desive now to wrge on the Government
that the practice of this session should
not be continned, but that the time has
come when loan 'expenditure should be
systematised when these propositions ean-
not be carried out in the interests of the
State in a blind fashion such as at pre-
sent prevails. Members will fail in their
duty if they continually vote for these
new authovisations, these new publie
works, without considering them on the
whole; and the effeet on the finances of
the day, and of the future. I believe in
a public works committee or a committee
of finance ; but if there is to bhe no com-
mittee at all, the Government of the day
should bring down their finaneial pro-
posals as a whole for the consideration
of the House in hulk, and then the House
could - authorise a specific amount to be
expended from loan funds. Not to be
expended, but authorised with a certain
numher of speeific works and we could
weed out the least desirable. We con-
sider propositions now independently of
one another. We may think a sentimen-
tal claim has been made out, or sympathy
aroused in eonnection with one distriet,
and we vote that district a railway.
Another distriet comes along and makes
out a elaim for a dock which wins our
sympathy, or we have a desire perhaps to
complete a bharbour ; and without suffi-
ciently weighing the financial eonditions
or the expenditure that will he ineurred,
we vote from a sympathetic desire to
complete the harbour and authorise the
Governmment to construct the dock ; and
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so on with one proposition after another.
The House cannot do its duty to the coun-
try unless it has an opportunity of eon-
sidering the whole amount to which it is
committing the country when these Bills
are brought down one after another. We
have already adopted a heavy expendi-
ture in the railways anthorised to date.
We are encroaching on very dangerous
ground. It is proposed this aftermoon
to pass another Railway Bill that will in-
volve a big expenditure in lengthening a
railway that is not a paying proposition,
and the new length of which is not likely
to prove payable in spite of the figures
with regard to the traffic on the line, the
traffic to Black Range. Members must
bear in mind that the big mining pro-
positions at Black Range have, in the
last couple of years, had eonveyed to the
field a large amount of mining machinery,
and that the traffic has been considerably
swelled recently by the cartage of this
machinery ; but this is a non-recurring
item. This item therefore, the railway,
when constructed, will not get the ad-
vantage of, unless there be some new and
as yet undiscovered proposition that can
be worked on a very large scale indeed.
The idea that by eonstructing a mining
railway we lead to greater aetivity in
prospecting, is an altogether false one.
I do not think any member of this House
eah quote an instanee in Australia where
a gold discovery has been made as the re-
sult of the construetion of a railway.
[ar. Taylor : Not one in this State.]
I do not know of any ease where gold
diseoveries have followed the construction
of a railway.

My. Troy : Mines have been floated
as the result of the construction of a rail-
way.

Mr. DAGLISH: I ean quite understand
that ihe passage of a Railway Bill looks
very well on a company’s prospectns, but
I do not think it is altogether justifica-
tion for the construetion of a railway
that 2 mine may be floated. I admit
that working costs of mining must be
considerably reduced by the construction
of a railway, and that to that extent the
industry may be stimulated, but the State
has not only to consider, when laanching
out on expenditure, the veduction of
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rorking ecosts ; it has also to consider
rhether the State will get sufficient re-
arn on the outlay to warrant the expen-
iture, I think all will admit that we
wst get a direct return in the shape of
raffic or railway reveune fo warrant us
1 developing the mining industry in any
ne quarter by the construction of arail-
ray. 1 question whether, in this parti-
ular distriet, there is that likelihood of
evelopment to enable this line, not to
¢ a paying proposition, but to be any-
hing but a very heavily losing proposi-
ion. While one might agree to the con-
traetion of a raillway that would lose
mt little year by year in working ex-
enses, we must be satisfled before we
ote for a railway of this deseription
hat the loss will not be for very long,
ut [ am afraid, in view of the length
f the line and of the prospects of de-
elopment, so far as I have been able to
auge by the public returns and by in-
ormation snpplied to me from those who
re on the field, the prospects of this
ne are not at all satisfactory, I will say
o more on the gquestion, except again
5 urge upon the Goverament and upon
he House that in future we should in-
ist upon having a complete yearly pro-
ramme of public works proposed to be
uthorised by Bills submitted to us be-
ore voting on any of them. Although I
now that though these Bills are passed
he country is not definitely committed to
o on with the works immediately in any
iven vear, or in faet until the Loan
istimates are bronght forward, yet once
he eonstraetion of a railway or a dock
3 on the statute-book there is a sfrong
ustification for a loeal agitation and
or strong local pressure to be brought
n the Government of the day to have
he work hwiried on. I speak after ex-
erience of a strong lecal pressure for
he construction of a railway already
uthorised, and I think the member for
‘ollie will be able to loealise the source
rom which that pressure came. I hope
he House will follow a policy of eon-
ideration and eaution before launching
ito new works on loan aceount.

Mr. J. EWING (Collie) : I have
stened to the speaches delivered on this
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Bill ; and althongh I have no local know-
ledge of the distriet to be served by this
railway, I feel it my duty to give my sup-
port to the proposal. Of course the
speech delivered by the member for
Leonora (Mr. Stuart) is perhaps one that
he is justified in making as the member
for Leonora ; but I think the best posi-
tion for that hon, member to take up is.
that this line from Magnet to Black
Range will very considerably lessen the
distance for the carriage of maechinery
and merchandise to that feld, whereas
if the line were built from Leonora the’
goods would have to be carried over 800
miles of railway. I feel justified in say-
ing that the Government in starting from:
Mount Magnet are doing the right thing.
The member for Subiaco has just made-
a speech which is, of course, character-
istic of a cautions man, but it is slightly -
pessimistie, and I would feel sorry if the-
Government paid much heed to the hon.
member’s remarks. If they did, we
would not have any great develppment
in this State for many years to come. In
looking at the Notice Paper one cannot
but be struck by the large number of
public works put forward for our con-
sideration. We should not regard these
works so much from the point of view
indieated by the member for Subiaco, on
the point of view of finauce as to whether
these railways are going to pay interest.
and sinking fund and whether we are
going to pile up the public debt, but we
should regard them in the light of the
development of this State, We must all
admit the faet that there is hardly one:
proposition on the Notice Paper from
which we ean expect to get interest and
sinking fund for many years to come.
Mr. Bath : Whe is going to pay ¢
Mr. EWING: Unless we are going
to open up this country by railways we
will not have the revenue in years to
come to pay the interest and sinking:
fund of the State. The member for
Subiaco has suggested that a committee
should inquire and report to this House
on the various projects placed before the
country, but if we waited for that we- -
would be many years behind, and hardly
any of these railways set down for oumr
cousideration would be built for two.
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or three years. We are fortunate in
baving at the head of this Govermment
a practical man who has a large know-
ledge of this State. I do not suppose
there is a single railway line for our con-
sideration of which he has not a per-
sonal knowledge. That is a great ad-
vantage. The Premier can give us his
experience as a worker, and he has
travelled through the various distriets to
be affected by these railway lines, and
1 think he has pointed out in any railway
he has introdnced so far that each will
-justify any money expended. I think we
should all be unanimous that in the near
future we should be prepared to expend
three-quarters of a million in pushing
out railway lines into agricultural dis-
tricts and into mining fields to assist the
people on the land and to make low-
grade mining propositions pay. I am
not taking into econsideration whether the
railways are going to pay or not, be-
cause I am satisfied that they are not
going’ to pay. If we were to make up
our minds that we are going to stop
the development of the State until these
railway lines are likely to pay, it will
be a bad look-out for Western Anstralia.
“T do not agree with the member for
SBubiaeo that there is not every hope of
this line paying, in say six months. I be-
lieve that the result of building this line
will be a large increase in the expendi-
ture on machinery in that district, where
a large amount has alveady been ex-
pended ; and we will find that many
mining propositions that cannot possibly
be worked to-day will be opened np. I
have great pleasure in giving my earnest
support to this Bill.

Mr. H. BROWN (Perth) : T beartily
endorse the remarks of the member for
Subiaco ; and I think, although not pes-
simistiec, we should at all events go a
little slow in regard to carrying out pub-
liec works. It should be the duty of the
Government to bring forward only suffi-
cient work that they can earry out. They
shonld not pledge future Governments to
carry out their poliey. It is my inten-
tios to vote ngainst this Bill and any
other Railway Bill brought down this
session. 1 feel there has not been snffi-
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cient evidence for any railway brougl
down so far to warrant us in voting fc
it, with the present heavy indebtedne:
and the huge deficit. Before we launc
out on the buge expenditure forecaste
by the member for Collie we arve boun
to ecounsider our financial position. N
member can tell us within a quarter ¢
a million what we are pledged to for il
construetion of new works proposed th
session. I do not say this in any offes
sive spirit, but there are so many railwa;
and public works for vartous parts ¢
this State that have not been given tl
consideration they should have receive
Members are getting some expenditw
in their partieular localities, and possibl
they are afraid to vote against ar
public work for fear of having their ow
work objected to by hon. members.

Mr. Walker : 1 think that is a bit w
fair,

Mr. H BROWN : I do not say it :
any offensive spirit, but there has bee
that fear that opposition to a particul:
work would possibly jeopardise anoth
work in which an hon. member was i
terested. I think if there had been few
public works and railways brought dow
this session 3 would bave been bette
At any rate within the next few da
they eannot get that ecalm and delibera
consideration they should receive.
would have been better had the Bil
been brought down earlier, and pla
made available. Two or three years aj
large plans of railways were post
round the Chamber when ecertain Bil
were considered, but it has been on
within the last few days that plans ax
particulars have been given of the vario
lines now proposed. I do not think s
have been shown the settlement and t
acreage taken up in the particular di
tricts, or the land available for sett!
ment along the various agrieultural ra
way lines. The House should be ve
careful and should not commit any futu
Governments to farther expenditure.
think the Treasurer, before launching o
on this large expenditure, should bring
some big scheme to convert our prese
loans and do away with the sinking fun
We would then be in a better position
construct these railways, which the me
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ber for Collie says are hardly expected
to pay.

The PREMIER (in reply as mover) :
I have listened with a econsiderable
amount of interest to the varicus speeches
delivered on both sides of the House con-
cerning the Bill. 1 am glad so many
members have spoken on these railway
proposals. I consider it is the duty of
every member on an occasion like this to
give utterance to his opinion, whether he
considers any proposition brought for-
ward is justified or net. The member
for Subiaco (Mr. Daglish}) has certainly
made a most extraordinary statement, and
I am rather surprised he should consider
that the country has not had an oppor-
tunity of considering these various pro-
posals. He says that they should always
be brought down in a schedule so that
members may have an opportunity of
seeing what railways will be brought
down, and also what they will cost. But
we must remember that last December a
Loan Bill authorising loans to the extent
of £2,450,000 was brought down, and
there was a schedule aitached, while in
the Bill was set out not only every rail-
way huat also its cost of construetion. T
ean hardly think the hon. member real-
ised that he might have had an oppor-
tunity of perusing that schedule and satis-
fying himself as to the cest of the variouns
proposals brought down. The schedule
to that Loan Bill included £1,193,000 for
railways; harbours and rivers, £224,500;
water supply and sewerage, £319,000; de-
velopment of goldfields, £138,000; de-
velopment of agriculture, £248,000, mak-
ing with other items a total of £2,467,000;
s0 the hon. member must have been aware
of the proposals the Government intended
to submit to Parliament. The answer to
the guestion whether the survey was com-
plete should fix the order of priority of
these various railways. In May last,
when I made my policy speech, I outlined
the railways which I from my experi-
ence considered cssential to the develop-
ment of the country; and I am glad to
say that with the exception of three of
these railway proposals I have been able
to bring them all hefore the House for
consideration. The hon. member is un-
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doubtedly very cautious, and probably it
is wise on some occasions to err on the
side of caution; but af present in West-
ern Australia it is well for us to be op-
timistic. The hon. member says these
fields bave a limited life and the country
should be satisfied before we ecomimit our-
selves to such an encumbrance, If Sir
John Forrest had waited till Yilgarn was
a paying proposition before he authorised
the construction of the Northam-Yilgarn
railway, where would Western Australia
be to-day? That is the position we have
to face. If we are to' lift this eountry
along, we must be prepared to take risks.
I mueh regret that the hon. member has
delivered himself of such a pessimistic
ufterance.

Ar, Daglisk: Caution is not pessimism.

The PREMIER: Well, the hon. mem-
ber says we mmst wait a while—mark
time,

My, Daglish: No.

The PREMIER: It is practically the
samme thing. If the hon, member bad not
marked time when he had an opporfunity
of running the ecountry, he would be Pre-
mier here to-day. The member for Mur-
chison (Mr. Holman) has stated that no
undue delay was apparent after the Phil-
lips River railway was authorised by Par-
liament; that we pushed it on with extra
speed, in comparison with any other pro-
posal. I should like to peoint out that
the Phillips River project was considered
by the Government of which he was a
member; and I helieve that the member
for Guildford {Mr. Jokuson) recom-
mended that a sum should be placed on
the Estimates for the coustruetion of a
railway from Ravensthorpe to Hopetoun.
If T am not correet the hon, mewmber can
put me right. But I may say that both
the Coolgardie-Norseman and the Ravens-
thorpe-Hopetoun prejects received the
Governor’s assent on the same day, the
14th December. For the construction of
the Coolgardie-Norseman rai:way tenders
were received on the 30th April, and the
fivst section of the line, ending at Widge-
mooltha, is practically eomplete. For the
Hopetoun-Ravensthorpe railway tenders
were received on the 6th August; so the
hon. member will understand that his re-
marks in that conpeetion were hardly jus-
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tified, for there was no unseemly haste
in the construction of the railway.

My, Holman: I objected that Mr. Kauf-
mann had the preference, whereas the
prospectors had no chance of getting a
legitimate price for their properties.

The Minister for Railways: The rail-
way was promised long before Mr. Kanf-
mann visited the field. .

The PREMIER : The member for North
Perth  (Mr. Brehber), who, being a
Scotchman, is naturally rather cauntious,
says we are not justified in construeting
this railway, and quotes some very an-
cient reports of the State Mining En-
gineer in support of that eontention.

Mr. Holman: Do not forget that you
quoted one.

The PREMIER: When I quoted that
report I said yon would have an oppoz-
tunity of queting it, and the hon. member
was not satisfied with doing so, but took
the opporfunity of making a second
speech oun the Bill, T do not know
whether his object was to satisfy the
people of Meekatharra that he is in ear-
nest; but by this tite they must be pretty
well' satisfied that if he has not Meeka-
tharra on the brain he has it very near
his heart. I put this Bill on the Notice
Papér 50 as to give the member for the
district (Mr. Troy) an opportunity of
taking part in the discussion, and of
voting in the division; and I will not de-
tain the House longer, as I understand he
wishes to eatch a train. I do not wish to
repeat the arguments I have already used.
Briefly, the port of Geraldten is undoubt-
edly entitled to the trade of the Black
Range distriet, inasmuch as if Black
Range were conneected by rail with Leo-
nora goods would have to be taken some
698 miles from the coast as against 312
miles from Geraldton. That is an excel-
lent argument in support of the Magnet
conneetion as against the Leonora con-
nection. But 1 hope that the develop-
ment of both the Lawliers and the Mount
Magnet distriets will be of such a chavae-
ter that within the next session of Par-
liament the Government wil be obliged
fo bring in a Bill for construction of a
railway from Black Range to Leonora.
There is no doubt that excellent work is
being done at Lawlers. I believe that
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some of the most economieal work.
ing in Western Australia is done by ihe
East Murchison United, the management
having for some time bheen paying working
expenses out of Jess than four-penny
weight ore, nothwithstanding that the)
have to cart their stone between six anc
eighi miles, and have to put down theb
own framways and bring their firewooi
eight or ten miles. If is only a questior
of time when Black Range and Leonors
will be connected by rail. Instructiom
have been given for a flying survey, buw
I do not anticipate any engineering diffi
culties. Most undoubtedly the people ir
those distriets deserve encouragement, anc
as regards the return to the Railway De
partment, about which the member fo
Subiaco is mueh eoneerned, I think a ver)
good case can be made out. There is 4
certain population in the distriet, requir
ing a certain fonnage per annum; and th
freight and passenger rates will go to the
Rajlway Department instead of to th
teamsters. But there is no reason wh;
the teamsters now earting between Leo
nora and Monnt Magnet should. not ex
tend their operations {fo some of th
mines that are opening up at such place
as Birrigrin. I feel sure that this rail
way is justified. I have had an oppor
tunity of going through from Leonora.t
Black Range, and although the Meeka
tharra disiriet does labour under som
difficulties owing to shortage of minin,
timber, still, as was pointed out by th
member for Pilbarra, Meekatharra is onl;
twenty-five miles from a railway. Th
firewood supply is pretty well eut ou
within eight or nine miles of Sandstons
but the eonstruction of this railway wil
enable timber-cutting to be carried on il
the country referred ta by the member fo
Mount Magnet—the Dismal Sernb—whil
some of the mines at Mount Magnet wil
be able to seeure firewood much cheape
than is possible under present eonditions

Amendment (six months) put and nega
tived.

Question (second reading) put, and
division taken with the following result:-

Ayes .. - .. 34
Noes .. . .. 3
Majority for .. R
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AYES,
Mr. Apgwin
Mr. Bath
Mr. Bolton
Mr, T. L. Brown

Noes.
Mr. Brabher

Mr. H. Brown
Mr. Monger (Tsbler).

Mr. Ewing
Mr. Gordon

Mr. Gregory
Mr. G;?F

Mr. Hayward
Mr. Heitmanu
NMr. Holman

. Ware
Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Layman (Tstler).

Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

At 6.15, the Speaker left the Chair.
At 7.30, Chair resnmed.

In Committee, elc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, the
report adopted.

On motion by the Premier, Bill read a
third time and transmitted to the Legisla-
iive Couneil.

PILL—BRANDS ACT AMENDMENT.
Counci’s Amendments.
In Committee, Mr. Ewing in the Chair.
No. 1—Clause 1 (amendéd verbally as
to Ministér’s permission to use an existing
brand) :

The HONORARY MINISTER (Mr.
Mitehell) : This clause amended the prin-
eipal Act by empowering the Minpister in
his diseretion to permit a stock-owner to
continue using a2 brand after the 3lst
December 1908, the date specified in the
Act of 1904, upon which the existing re-
gistration of brands should expire. It
was felt that where an owner’s brand had
hecome known it would be a hardship to
compel him to register a new brand ; and
where confusion was not likely to oceur,
ibe Minister was givén power by the
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clanse to permit a continuanee of that
brand.

Mr. TAYLOR : The clause itself was
dangerous, as he feared that favour might
be shown if the Minister were given dis-
cretionary power to permit the use of any
existing brand. Ministers were likely to
be subjected to pressure in the inferests
of large stock-raisers. The Amending Aect
of 1904 was passed only after eareful
attenlion at the hands of members ex-
perienced in the subject. It was a diffi-
eult matter to pilot a Bill of this kind
through Parliameunt and he wounld rather
support the amendments made by another
place than risk its defeat. Even with
those amendments the measure was an
improvement npon the previous one. Tt
would be the small man with a few brood
mares who thought the brand was the
main factor in selling the animals, who

would try and bring pressure to bear upon
the Minister,

[Mr. Daglish resumed the Chair.]

The HONORARY MINISTER: What
he desired to obtain by the Bill was a
thoroughly good register, and this would
be achieved if the measure became law.
Under the provisions of the amending
Bill no registration would be allowed
which was likely to lead to confusion.
‘What was desired was that the register
should be perfeetly clear. The Govern-
ment had no desire whatever to depreciate
the value of any man’s stock.

Mr. TAYLOR : The object of the
parent Act of 1904 was to prevent cattle
stealing. If everyone was made to brand
anew under the Act, it would be a de-
parture from all the old brands, for two
letters and a numeral had to be used, and
any stock bearing that style of brand
would be recognisable even in 10 or 12
years, for it would be known that they
must have been branded sinee 1904, when
the parent Act enforeing this system of
branding came into force. If some of
the old brands were permitied to be re-
tained it would be no more diffienlt to
“fake” brands than before the measure
was passed.

Mr. STONE: The Council’s amend-
ment improved the Bill. The Govern-
ment ought to take steps to' arm the in-
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spectors of brands with sufficient power
to prosecute offenders against the law.
He had known people who had used
brands that were prohibited, but the in-
spectors had no power to prosecute. The
brands as vegistered should be continued
unless the Minister saw that the brands
were somewhat similar or easily altered.

Mr. GORDON: Brands of a similar
nature which were subjeet to alteration
had been used. A man could make a P
into a B. That was the reason for the
amendment. If there were two stations
adjoining with similar brands the Minister
had power to decide whieh station owner
should retain the original brand.

Mation passed; the Counecil’s amend-
ment agreed to,

On meotion by the Honorary Minister,
amendments numbers 2, 3, and ¢4 made
by the Council, were agreed fo.

Resolutions reported; the report adop-
ted, and a message aceordingly returned
to the Council.

RILL—PINJARRA-MARRINUP,
RAILWAY
Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore) in
moving the second reading said: I would
like to dvaw the attention of the House
to the faet, that during last year the
member who represents the district to be
served by this railway introduced a
motion to the House to the effect—

“That in the opinion of this House,
in order to open up the agricultural
and timber lands lying between Pin-
jarra and Marradong, the Govern-
ment should consider the advisability
of proceeding with the construction of
a railway at an early date.”

This motion after heing spoken to by
varions members on both sides of the
House, and favourably commented on,
was eventnally carried on the voices. I
stated the Government did not iotend to
oppose the motion because they realised
the advisability of opening up this vast
jarrah forest lying to the east of the
South-Western railway, and in the
neighbourhood of Pinjarra.  While
many of the other lines which we have
passed have served a dual purpose, the
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first section of this line may justly be
termed a timber line; while it will serve a
good many settlers in that distriet, we
must look far a return in traffe from
timber. There is one large area known
as the Flora and Fauna Reserve which lies
in this vieinity, consisting of about
160,000 acres. This reserve was vested in
the interest of some society, but no rights
were given over the reserve, and it has
been practicaily shitt up for the last 20
or 30 years. No timber has been cut on
the reserve with the exeeption of a small
area in the north-west portion whick has
been milled by Messrs. Whittaker Bro-
thers. I must also exempt a certain por-
tion which has been cut over by the
hewers and carted to the railway line in
the vieinity of North Dandalup. While
the Daglish Government were in power I
occupied the honorary eapaecity of chair-
man of the Forestry Board, and the ques-
tion of opening up the Flora and Fauna
Reserve ¢ame up for consideration on
several occasions, and we recommended to
the then Minister for Lands (Mr. Drew)
that a survey should be made with the ob-
jeet of locating a line to serve that dis-
trict, and many applications for milling
pernits were received. A trial survey
of the couniry was made by Mr.
Muir, but it stood at that. Many apph-
cations were made for saw-mill permits -
on the area, and several offers of railway
construction were made by different com-
panies, but we realised that it was of the
ntmost importance that the Government
should control the rajlway that would
open up this area, inasmuch as if any
partienlar company were given the right
to construet a2 railway it wonld prae-
tically secure the monopoly, as the whole
of the timber trade would have to come
over the line, and consequently it would
not* bave been in the best interests of
the State generally. The area applied
for was three times the amonnt of the re-
serve. These different companies and in-
dividuals were anxious to secure timber
land and no doubt it was rather tempting
inasmuch as it was the nearest jarrah
forest to the metropolitan market, I
maintain it was a very good policy that
the Government should keep the reserve,
because owing to the fact of its proxz-
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imity to the metropolitan market we at
any time ave in a position to throw cer-
tain lands open to mwillers who may be
out of any combination that may exist for
keeping up prices of the loeal building
ttmber. Any small mills that may work
on the Flora and Fauna Reserve would
contral the price for timber that would
be vequired for the building trade in the
metropolitan area. 1 may say there are
only two means of access to the area, first
from Dandalup and secondly by Marri-
nup (Creek as proposed hy the present
line. It is a good many years ago since
a resolution was passed in the House,
on the motion of the member for York,
that a line should be constructed from
Pinjarra to Marradong, a distanee of
about 30 miles. The line was afterwards
surveyed, buf no more was done. A sum
of £4,000 was placed on the Estimates,
which was expended In surveying and

waking an examination of the distriet -

lying between Pinjarra and Marradong,
T realised that if the line as then sur-
veyed was to be eonstructed it would en-
tail an expenditure greater than could be
found at the present time, and in speak-
ing at Bunbury in May last I stated :—
“The question of the construction of
the first section of a line to gonnect Pin-
jarra with Marradeng is now under
consideration. This line was surveyed
dnring the Forrest regime, but if it
is deecided that it shall be undertaken,
I do not eonsider that it would be ad-
visable to foliow too closely the sur-
vey then made, as the Government
would not feel justified in committing
the country to the big expense that
wonld be entailed owing to the nature
of the earthworks on the ¢riginal sar-
vey. We consider, however, that a
light line with a steeper grade would
well serve the purpose of opening up
the southern portion of the Flora and
Fauna Reserve and other timber land,
whilst at the same time serving settlers
now located in the district. It would
also give selestors an opportunity of
taking up some of the rich valleys ex-
isting in the Darling Range, and be of
great value to settlers in the rieh Mar-
radong Valley.”

As T pointed out we must Jonk to the tim-
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ber for the greater portion of the traffic
over the line, because as those who have
had an opportunity of traversing the
Darling Ranges know, there is only a
small amount of good land on the ran-
ges, penerally found in the pockets and
on the edge of most of the creeks and
gullies. The Government have had prae-
tieally the whole of the area beiween Pin-
jarra end Marrvadong classified, and in
a good many cases we have surveyed
blocks, so that if the line is built selee-~
tors will be in a position te at once go
and examine the country, and if they con-
sider it is good enough they can select the
bloeks already surveyed. In regard o
the timber trade, whilst most of the
other lines we have constructed ar~ for
the purpose of serving agricultursl in-
terests, it is intevesting to note what an
important factor timber is tu the trade
of the State at the present time ;
and that trade has gone up largely owing
to the fact of lines being constructed in
various portions of the Siate. In 1907
the export of timber was £192451. Tt
went up gradually until 1900 when the
export was £458,461. Last year the ex-
port was £708,993, exelnsive of the ex-
ports to places within the Commonwealth,
I am glad to say there seems to be every
possibility that the timber trade during
the next year is practically assured.
Most of the mills have large orders, and
I have been informed quite recently that
it is expected the export next six months
will be the heaviest in the history of the
State. At the present time they arve
cutting something between two and three
thonsand loads per week at the various
mills, and they are all full handed, while
it is expected that the trade will entail
putfing on an exira shift at some of the
mills. A few years ago Mr. Teesdale
Smith had some leases out from Pinjarra
and he proposed to eonstrnet a line there.

In fact the line was surveyed and some-

thing like six miles of earthworks was
huilt, but it was afterwards abandoned
on Mr. Smith assuming the maragement
of the Combine formed by the timber
companies. If was a very light line, and
I do not suppose the expenditure on the
earthworks which were abandoned would
be more than £400 or £508. In the loan
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schedule last year £13,200 was allocated
for 15 miles of railway from Pinjarra to
Marrinup Brook Valley., The ruling
grade proposed is one in 30, and the rails
will be 45lbs. The total cost will be
somewhere about £20,000. At one train
per day it is estimated that the working
expenses will be £2,184, and that the
revenue, charging local rates for timber,
will be £3,740 ; while it is anticipated
that with the opening up of this country
under saw-mifling permits 35,000 tons
of timber per annum will be earried over
the line. One advantage of this country
being thrown open under saw-milling
perniits, is that the permit holders must
of necessity erect their mills or lose their
permits. As members are possibly aware,
under the old Aet it was possible to take
wp leases and, providing certain nominal
conditions were complied with, hold them
for a considerable {ime, but the new form
of tenure provides that the person must
cut in proportion to the saw-milling capa-
city he possesses; that is to say, if a man
puts down a plant capable of cutting 30
loads a day he will be allowed to select
an area that will provide him with ten
years' cutting, and be will pay to the
reverue at the rate of one shilling per
load instead of, as in the old system, £20
per square mile; and as the timber is
cut out the area reverts to the Crown, so
this land is again reserved; and it is
anticipated that possibly by the time all
the area is cut over they will be able to
o over it again and cut eertain timber
which was previonsly left. Under the
new timher regulations it is provided
that no timber can be put through the
mill of a smaller diameter than two feet.

Mr. Holman: They will be compelled
to employ labour to cut 30 loads a day.

The PREMIER: We permit them for
30 loads a day, and to hold the permit
they hkave to cut at least 60 per cent,
otherwise the permit becomes forfeitable.
Provision is also made that none of these
saw-milling permits can be combined or
transferred without the permission of the
Minister.

Mr. Holman: Each lease must stand
on its own.

The PREMIER : Yes. I may say
that these new conditions are the re-
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sult of a Royal Commission of whic
Mr. Hastie, Mr. Atkins, Mr. Harpe
and myself were the members. Afix
going thoroughly into the question
considered this form was the most equi
able and in the best interesis of th
country. Surveyor Sainshury, who cal
ried out the classification, estimates th:
the jarrah on the Flova and Fauna R
serve will average 14 loads per aer
Aceepting his estimate, there will 1
2,240,000 loads of timber; and assuwmin
its value at the stump to be one shillir
per load, the timber alone in the reser
should be worth £112,000. I think men
bers will see from these figures that ti
Government are quite justified in brin
ing this proposition forward, mm
espectally as there is now a good deman
for timber. It is essentially a timl
line; and while it may possibly fall sha
of the objective of many of its sy
porters who believe it shonld be extende
to Marradong, yet the farmers aroun
Marradong have at least the safisfa
tion of knowing that they have to ca
16 miles less, and especially as this rai
way covers the worst portion of the roa
up the face of the range. Some 480,00
acres, 213,000 of which are alienate
will be influenced by this line. Of thi
43,000 acres have been cleared, rung, ¢
cultivated, and 30,000 acres are open f«
selection in the vieinity of the railwa
apart from 40,000 acres of pastoral lan
These are within a rading of 12 miles ¢
the line. Other agrienltural land will b
made available by resumption from tin
ber leases in the neighbourhood.

Mr. Scaddan: How far is it from th
main line?

The PREMIER: I could not say jus
now. I shall get that information. W
have power under the Land Act to 1
sume land from timber leases, Durin
last year where timber had been removel
we immediately, provided the land ws
snitable for settlement, gave instruetion
to the surveyor to survey the land in the
locality and send in a plan so that :
could be registered in the office as bein
available for selection. Power is als
reserved in this Bill for the aequisitio
by the Government of any blocks of lan
not less than 1,000 acres within a ew
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iain radius of the line within 12 months
after the line is declared open for traffic.
1 do not know that it is necessary for me
to deal at any farther length with this
line. I think a good many members
have had the opportunity of inspecting
the route. Several members availed
themselves of an invitation from the
member for the distriect and inspected
the country. On the Dividing Range be-
tween the walersheds of the Murray and
the Dandalup 15 to be found some of the
finest timber in Western Australia. The
jarrah stands up like candles in a box.
1t has always had the reputation of being
the best timber in the State. Some
years ago the Hannans Company had a
mill there and carted in timber to the
South-Western Railway, They supplied
most of the timber used on the goldficlds
at that time, exclusive of that supplied
by Millars. They carried on operations
for a considerable time until, owing to
the keen competition, prices were re-
duced so low that they could not carry
on. There was the faet that they had
to earl something like 13 miles, which
prevented them from cowmpeting.

Mr. Bath: Arve there any areas for
timber outside the Flora and Fauna Re-
serve ?

The PREMIER: Yes, there is a con-
siderable area that could be taken up.
The hon. member will see from the plan
that any timber land taken up by
these people will have to be reached hy
a4 spur line to the north. This railway
just tonches the reserve on the south,
and it is comparatively easy to run any
line in a northerly direction, because
you are fairly on top of the ranges, and
there is no engineering difficulty. The
difficulty of access to the Flora and Fauna
Reserve is owing to the fact that there
are only two openings in the hill you
ecan go up, that on the far north and
that on the far south.

Mr. Bath: This is not the route Mr.
Muir recommended and marked on the
plan.

The PREMIER: This practically fol-
lows within a mile or so of the original
survey, with the difference that we have
adopted a line with sharper grades to
make it less expensive. I think the
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ruling grade on the original line was, if
I remember rightly, 1 in 50, while the
ruling grade on this line will be one in
30. Several members have had the op-
portunity of inspecting the country. I
believe the memher for the distriet will
be able to give some interesting imforma-
tion in regard to this project. 1 am
satisfied it is only a question of a very
short time when some of our smaller
millers, such as Fergnson’s and others,
will establish milis there, and that this
railway will also serve the settlers at
the extremity of the line.

Mr. J. P. MeLARTY (Murray): The
Premier has fully explained everything
in conneetion with this railway so that
there is not very much for me to add;
but as member for the distriet, I desire
to say a few words in support of the
measure. As the Premier stated last
vear, I brought a motion before the
Honse, and before it was diseussed 12 or
14 members inspected the route; and
subsequently, when the motion was dis-
cussed, I spoke pretty fully on the subject
and the motion was favourably received.
As regards agricultural settlement, this
will be mainly a timber line. Tt will ex-
tend only fifteen miles from Pinjarra,
and will not quite reach the good agri-
cultural country. Owing to diffiealty of
transit there has not been much setile-
ment along the route, although there are
now within two miles of the line twenty-
one settlers whose names I can mention
if neeessary. T look forward to the time
when, the timber being eut out, there will
be far more land seftled by agriculturists,
beeause to the north there is the fine
fresh-water stream, the Dandalup, and to
the sonth the larger and finer stream of
the Marray, with numerous running
brooks and springs. That country is an
ideal spot for a homestead, well suited
for orchards and vineyards, for the land
all along the route is very rich. To the
eastward beyond the terminus there is
the fertile valley of Marradong, thiekly
settled by prosperous farmers. To the
eastward of the terminus is the homestead
of Mr. Wilkie, who has effected consider-
able improvemenis, and spent over £70,000
in elearing poison leases, fencing, and
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sinking dams. He has now 20,000 sheep
in his paddoeks. Mr. J. M. Hopkins,
Mr. Hales and others have also taken up
land, and all these people, including the
Marradong settlers, are anxiously looking
forward to the eonstruetion of this fifteen
miles of railway, which will mean mueh
to them by saving cartage over the route.
As regards the timber, I believe the Pin-
Jjarra-Marradong line will pass through
what is probably the finest belt of timber
in the State; and in anticipation of the
line, numerous applications have come in
for the timber country. Every foot of it
has been applied for, most of it half a
dozen times over. Mr, J. M. Ferguson's
name has been frequently mentioned as
a gentleman who was bimself willing to
construct the line, provided he were given
certain concessions. Some people doubted
whether Mr. Ferguson was in earnest; so
recently I wrote to him and received a
reply dated the 26th November last, as
follows:—

“With regard to the Pinjarra-Mar-
radong railway, if the Government con-
structs the railway for 15 miles from
Pinjarra and grants me the timber per-
mit for the 20,000 acres of the Flora
and Fauna which 1 have applied for,
it is my intention to ereet a jarrah mill
there, capable of putting out 40 loads
of timber per day. I should be pre-
pared also to make the short line which
would be necessary to connect the mill
with the Government line. I am ex-
ceedingly glad to learn that this matter
is being brought forward, and trust
that the railway will be aunthorised.”

That is a very important point to recol-
lect. If the Government do not con-
struct the line, there are plenty of other
people willing to do so. The Premier
has mentioned that a line was at one time
started; and a few days ago I was speak-
ing to Mr. Franklyn, who told me he had
applied for country along the proposed
Marradong line, and that he was willing
to put up a mill; and I am sure that a
number of small mills will also be
erected. The Premier referred also to
the Timber Commission’s report. Last
year I said the projeet ought to commend
itself to the members of the Opposition,
because the railway would open up avenues
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for timber-hewers, sleeper-hewers, and
others, Members frequently ecomplain
that when sueh railway Bills are brought
down the information given is insufficient.
That ean hardly be said of this measure.
It has been frequently debated in Parlia-
ment, and the Press have for years past
been dealing with the matter. In 1806
Sir John Forrest had a sum placed on
the Estimates for the survey of the line,
and in 1898 it appears that the Govemn-
ment generally were not very flush of
money, and they were willing to receive
offers from private people to construct
a railway. The member for York {(Mr.
Monger) moved a motion autborising the
Government to negotiate for its eonstrue-
tion by private enterprise. The motion
was spoken to by Mr. Monger, Mr. Mor-
gans, the seconder, Sir John Forrest, Mr.
A, Forrest, Mr. Ewing, Mr. Leake, Mr.
QOldham, the Hon. 8. Burt, Mr. Kenny,
Mr. Moran, Mr. Frank Wilson, and Mr.
Lyall Hall, and was carried on the voices.
On being transmitted to the Upper House
the resolution met with some opposition
from Mr. R. 8. Haynes, who was alto-
gether opposed to construetion by pri-
vate enterprise.  He spoke on the ques-
tion till the Governor entered the Cham-
ber to prorogue Parliament, and thus the
subject was talked out. But the project
has never been allowed to slumber.
When Mr, W. J. George was member for
Murray he frequently spoke of it, and
his suceessor, Mr. Atkins, frequenily
moved in the matter. 1 have done what
I could. The Premier mentioned the pro-
ject in his policy speech. There is no
battle of routes, or anything of that kind.
The people of the district are and have
been anxiously looking forward for years
to the railway, and they are experiencing
that hope deferred which maketh the
heart sick. There are along the line a
number of large orchards, and much land
suitable for other orchards, Those who
visited the district will recollect that we
stayed at the homestead of a Mr. Fisher,
who had a small but very good orchard,
which was sold the other day for £850;
so land in that quarter is increasing in
value, [Mr. Bath: How many acres
hait he?] I suppose there were about
three acres of orchard, though he had
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other land. While speaking on the sub-
jeet I do not think it will be out of place
to refer to comments made in the Sunday
Press of Perth, and in tbe Bunbury news-
paper. These papers stated that I am
trying to get this railway because it will
pass through wy property. As a matter
of fact, I have no property in the Murray
district, except a few town grants. Peo-
ple seem to think I have a lot of pro-
perty there, but I have not, nor will the

line benefit my family in any way. The

property belonging to one of my brothers
is on the other side of the Murray; and
though the railway will certainly pass
through a small farm belonging to my
other brother, he +would rather it went
miles away, because it will seriously in-
jure his farm. Having made these re-
marks, I will satisfy myself by endarsmg
what the Premier has said.

Mr. . 5. F. COWCHER (Williams) :
I have pleasure in supporting the con-
struction of this railway. After the re-
marks of the Premier little remains to be
said. The' line will assist people living
20 or 30 miles from the terminus, whe
have now to cart 15 miles to Pinjarra,
60 fo Armadale, and 40 or 50 to Williams.

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member
should speak a little louder.  Hansard
-cannot quite hear him.

Mr. COWCHER: Cartage to the peo-
ple in the Marradong Valley wili be re-
-duced by about 15 or 16 miles, There is
much good eountry there, thongh there is
a certain proportion of poor as well as of
good land. There is a fair amount of set-
tlement, and the railway, though only 15
miles in length, will greatly assist the set-
tlers.

Mr. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill}: T am
not surprised at the member for the Wil-
liams speaking softly on the second read-
ing of this Bill, for I think it necessary
that he should do so in regard to some of
these proposals, for fear the infant may
come to some harm while passing through
the House. I am afraid that in this ses-
sion at least we are becoming afflicted
‘with what may be called railway madness,
which threatens fo be a dangerous rival
‘to the Limerick madness by which the
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people of Western Awstralia are now
affected.

Myr. Ewing: This will do more good.

Mr. BATH: I do not know. Perhaps
more will be gained from Limericks than
from construeting some of these railways.
I rather agree with the views which the
member for Subiaco expressed this after-
noon, I was somewhal astonished at the
manner in which his remarks were re-
sented by the Premier.

The Premier: I do not vesent them, . I
expressed sorrow at his having fallen
from grace.

Mr. BATH: The Premier did not ex-
press that sorvow with tears, but with
rather heated words and furious demean-
our. Qreat consideration i3 necessary be-
fore we adopt so many railway pro-
posals which embody a considerable loan
expenditure; and as the railways are not
likely to pay, they will involve a con-
siderable "addition lo our interest and
sinking fund contribution. And although
the member for Collie (Mr. -Ewing), in
discussing these proposals, talks glibly
of spending four million pounds on con-
structing railways, and dismisses with
an airy waive of the hand the idea of any
risk attaching to such a policy, still, we
Liave the experience of other States which
have fared very badly indeed in simi-
lar undertakings. 1 have only to refer
the hon member to the faet that some
years ago Victoria was afflicled with a
similar midsummer madness, and under-
took to eomstruet a large number of rail-
ways.

Mr. W. B. Gordon: Of wh:ch she is
now reaping the benefit.

Mr. BATH: She has reaped the bene-
fit only by elosing many of those rail-
ways, tearing up the rails, and putting
them elsewhere—using them on other
lines. And if there is any benefit to be
gained by borrowing maney and involv-
ing the eountry in a perpetual obligation
for the purpose of constructing railways
for the mere pleasure of pulling them up
again later on, the benefit is difficult to
gauge. [ know this, and it is known also
to other members, that the pelicy pursued
at that time not only bronght depression
to the State of Vietoria from which she
has only recently emerged—more by the
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power of Providence ihan by any partien-
lar ability in the control of her affairs—
but also ruin and sorrow to thousands
of people in that State. And the mem-
ber for Katanning will probably know
that in addition it brought its trail of
snicides in the same way as the recent
financial panie in America. That is the
result aceruing from a misguided poliey,
and of the idea that you have merely to
plank down a railway in order to bring
prosperity to a community. The econ-
struction of railways requires the same
gualities in those controlling affairs as are
required in the embarkation in any busi-
ness; and if a similar policy were pur-
sued in business undertakings as in this
higgledy-piggledy passing of railway un-
dertakings the bankruptey eourt in this
State would have a great deal more to
do than it has at present, which is a good
deal. Therefore any member who in this
House counsels ordinary wisdom, as the
member for Sublaco has done, is deserv-
ing commendation from hon. members
rather than an expression of surprise by
the Premier, from whom we are entitled
to expect caution and wisdom. The mem-
ber for the distriet {(Mr. McLarty) nator-
ally supports this line; and it is almost
unigue to-hear advanced as an argument
that members who preceded him in the
representation of the district have also
advocated it. Naturally so. Apart alto-
gether from any merits or demerits the
proposition may have, it i1s natural that
Mr. W, J. George and Mr. Atkins, when
representations were made and a survey
had been effected, would advocate the
construetion of their district railway.
But that is not a sound or weighty
argument in favour of the construction
of this railway. I admit we have had
mere than that from the Premier in the
faets adduced by him to-night. But I
would like to remind members that
although the Premier emphasises as a
strong argument in favour of this rail-
way it will open the Flora and Fauna
Reserve, yet when Mr. Muir was asked
for a report as fo the best means of
opening up this reserve by railway he
submitted an altogether different route,
to start -at the opposite end of the re-

gerve. Although it has been urged that
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in the future the extension of this line
to Marradong will be warranted, I am
of the opinion that if it were a question
of considering a railway which will tap.
ihe undoubiedly good land around Mar-
radong, the proposition would be much
more aceeptable if it were proposed that
the railway should go down on the east--
ern side of the Darling Range, because-
it would be then sure to tap good
eountry all along the route. As now
proposed, the line after erossing the-
range will run through poor land.

The Premier ; What do you call the
eastern side? .

Mr. BATH: Practically an extension.
of the present line connecting Armadale
with Fremantle.

The Treasurer : Such a line would have
to eross the range. .

Mr. BATH : At the start; but it
would get into good eountry on the east
of the Darling Range, the country round
‘Wandering. .

The Premier : Where would you get
vour traffic from?

Mr. BATH: 1 freely admit that the-
first portion of the line would go through
poor conniry; but that is precisely the
position with the present proposed line.
[Member :  But there is good timber
country.] The hon. member must know
that timber freight is only a matier of’
some years; that the only warrant for
congtructing a line to ecarry timber
is for a light railway to bring the timber -
to a markel, and the cheapest possible
eonstruction. The Premier has pointed
out that the eenstruetion of a line to the-
present proposed terminus is practically
a proposition for the earriage of timber.
[The Premier : Primarily.] That, pri-
marily, is the hon. member’s argument;
and secondly that the lime will serve cer-
tain aveas of better-class land that hap-
pen to lie in the valleys and along the-
edge of the ereek. But the great bulk
of the land, after the timber has been
cut, is such as will not be of much nse-
for agricultural purposes. In those eir-
cumnstances, if we are considering this.
line in the light of one ultimately to be
extended to Marradong, then I think
there is need for farther investigation
as to whether this is the best route. I’
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am of opinion that it is not. The mem-
ber for Williams (Mr. Cowcher) inter-
jeets that poor country would be served
if the line were taken over the range and
along the east side of the Darling Range.
I bave been through the Williams dis-
triet and spent four or five days looking
over the country; and as one proceeds
from Wandering to Marradong the
quality of the land improves all the way.
Such a line would sexrve not only the
Wandering settlers but others farther
out who were some years ago promised
a railway by Sir John Forrest, and have
sat down confentedly waiting for that
railway. While I was there, I advised
the setilers not to rely on a promise, but
to raise a noise if they wanted a railway.
The member for Murray urges that mem-
bers should snpport this proposition be-
cause it will ereate employment for
sleeper-cutters and employees at timber
mills to be erecied. But I would im-
press on the hon. member that there is
only a certain market for our timber;
and if mills are opened up along this
line, giving employment to sleeper-cut-
ters and timber workers, they will be
drawn from other distriets; that there
will be no increased employment unless
there be a considerably increased demand
for timber.

The Treasurer :
world’s market.

Mr. BATH: So have other countries,
and they appear to get in ahead of us.

The Premier: There have never’ been
so many orders for timber for export as
at the present time. Timber-hewers are
now looking for new country.

Mr. BATH: I am pleased indeed to
hear that. But when it was recently a
question of wages, we were told that be-
eause this country had no chance of com-
peting in the world’s market, the industry
could not afford to pay a living wage, I
am satisfled we are not going to see the
big increase in demand sufficient to find
this extra employment, which is now ad-
vanced as a reason why Opposition mem-
bers should support the line. On all
these grounds, and in the interests of the
people of this State, I am not justified
in supporting this railway and committing
the State to this expenditure, in view of

We have got the
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the railways already passed and others
now on the Notice Paper,

Mr. J. C. G. FOULKES (Claremont) :
I shall support the Bill. I know many
owners of timber mills, one in particular,
who lhave been beseeching the department
for the last five or six years to throw
open the Flora and Faura Reserve so that
they might obtain more timber. I refer
particalarly to J. M. Ferguson & Com-
pany. It is openly stated that some tim-
ber mill proprietors are prepared to con-
struet this railway thewmselves, if the State
is not prepared to do so. I agree with
the Leader of the Opposition that it be-
hoves us to be eareful as to the number of
railways to be constructed. We must
realise that while it is easy enough for us
to pass Acts of Parliament authorising
the construction of railways, it is not so
easy to find money wherewith to con-
struet themr. I submit however that this
differs from other rasilway propositions
in that it will pay practically from the
commencement. It would be a great
error on our part not to take steps for
the construction of this line as early as
possible—in fact it should be one of the
first works undertaken so soon as loan
funds are available. I would like to re-
mind the House that the metropolitan and
Fremantle. disiriets are situated at some
distance from the nearest {imber mills
earrying on business in this country;
hence the establishment of timber mills
within a reasonable distance of Perth and
Fremantle must prove of very great bene-
fit. [Mr. Holman: Jarrahdale is not
far away.] True; but that mill centre
unfortunately belongs to a Timber Com-
bine whieh I believe charges the same
rate for timber whether obtained from
distant places or from mills close at hand.
[Mr. Holman: One of the evils of mon-
opoly.] This line will at any rate
create a certain competition against the
Timber Combine, and T hope the Hounse
will agree to its eonstruction.

Mr. J. B. HOLMAN (Murchison) :
Though I am unaequainted with this part
of the country, I have listened with in-
terest to the speeches made on the ques-
tion, and was impressed mainly hy the
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remarks of the Premier in conneetion
with the new system under which milling
permits are to be granted. I am pleased
that in the future timber leases are to be
granted subject to labour conditions, the
absence of which in the past was a greai
mistake. The conditions to be imposed
appear to me fair and reasonable. I
would like to see the day come soon when
we will be able to eompel the whole of
the timber lessees to return the same ount-
put, then we would not have these areas
of country locked up, and people run-
ning around trying to get land on which
to erect mills and eut timber. Then we
would be In a position when a company,
no anatter if they carried timber 100
or 25 miles, would receive the same
price for the timber, although the cost
wonld be so different. I am glad that
evenn the meimber for Claremont, who is
by no means a democrat or supporter of
the worker, objects to the Combine hav-
ing the monopoly of the timber trade,
aud admits that in such eircumstances
the position is a dangerous one. We
look forward with pleasure to the time
we shall have the hon. member ranged
with us in a desire to enforce these con-
ditions on the timber lessees. As to the
railways on the Notice Paper, I recog-
nise that it does not matter whether we
oppose them or not, they are going to be
carried through quite irrespective of the
arguments against the propositions. I
do not know the part of the country
through which this line will run, but I
think the argument used that the land
will he utilised hunmediately the timber
is eut hardly coneurs with the statements
by the Premier to the effect that the
jarrah trees there are like candles sticking
up in a box. If what the Premier says is
eorrect the cost of clearing will be tre-
mendous.

The Premier: Jarrah country as a rule
is not good land for the agricuiturist, as
it grows best in ironstone gravel, which
is not much good for anything but vines.

Mr. HOLMAN : The Premier's re-
marks do not eoincide with those of other
members as to the purposes for which
the iand ean be uwsed. I am pleased to
know that other timber lands will be
thrown open, and that workers will he
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given a chanee to go out and get timber
land t¢ operate upon.

Mr. W. J. BUTCHER (Gascoyne) :
After the way the Premier put bis foot
cn the neek of the member for Subiaco
(Mr. Daglish) because he presumed to
question the wisdom of sueh a reckless
railway policy as that the Government
are now pursuing, it makes me ecautious
about saying anything in opposition to
sueh a policy, but I would like to draw
the attention of the House to a few fig-
ures I have prepared. I venture to say
they will astonish members, but they will
convinee them that the CGtovernment are
not ranning wild over this railway policy,
but are absolutely running amok. When
they take into eonsidergtion that, within
the last 18 months, we have authorised
and there have appeared on the Notice
Paper lines for 547 miles of railways
they will reglise the position. [The
Treasurer: Have you the details?] Yes,
and the distances of the various railways.
The particulars are:—Narrogin-Wicke-
pin, 2940 miles; Monnt Magnet-Black
Range, 96 miles ; Wannerup-Nanunup,
36.20 miles;  Pinjarra-Marrinup, 15
miles; Neweastle-Bolgart, 23.54 miles ;
Coolgardie-Norseman, 107 miles; Donny-
brook-Preston, 50 miles ; Greenhills-
Quairading, 30 miles; Hopetoun-Ravens-
thorpe, 34 miles ; Jandakot-Armadale,
10.27 miles; Marble Bar-Port Hedland,
115 miles, total 546.91 miles. The coun-
try is practically ecommitted to these rail-
ways in addition to other public works.
There is about half a million pounds or
so for the Fremantle dock, and there are
numerous other works.

Mr. Bath: All these railways are
yet authorised. ’

Mr. BUTCHER : No; but they are go-
ing to be; they must be, with the major-
ity behind the Government. These fig-
ures simply vefer to the consiruction of
the railways, but in addition there will
be numerous other expenses; all know
what it costs to equip lines with rolling
stock, rails, efceters. The Premier says
we have rolling stock enough; but we have
not sufficient for all the lines, and it
means a great many other expenses, such
as stations, sidings, cteerera, Of the new

not
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railway proposals there are to be 352
miles for mining railways, and 195 for
agrieuttural railways. I am not going to
oppose the principle altogether of agri-
cultural railways, but we are not going
to induce a populaticn {o settle there
simply because the railways are built.

Mr, Taylor: You have not included in
your list the Denmark line.

Mr. BUTCHER : No, and that will
bring it to close on 600 miles, We must
bear in mind that the population is de-
creasing, and rapidly, and that our in-
terest bill is being worked up rapidly.
The taxpayers are faced with this posi-
tion, that they will have to pay the in-
terest on all this money we are about to
expend on public works. It is all very
well for men who have no stake in the
country to advocate these works for at
any time they can put on their hats and
clear out; but the poor unfortunate man
who settles here cannot do' that, and he
will have to bear the burden of taxation.

Mr. Bath: The extra interest will
amount to £100,000.

Mr. BUTCHER: Quite that.’ I ap-
peal to the Government and members to
be canticus what they are doing. Surely
to goodness we have gone far enongh now
in railway construction. If the Govern-
ment take the proper course, whichk T have
advocated all through, and adopt some
means of compelling the settlement of
our unused lands within easy distanee of
the present railway system, the difficulty
will be solved. We have enongh land
there to accommodate a million people.
At present this land is in the hands of
men, absentees many of them, who will
not sell it. [Mr. Fwing: What about
the land tax?] The land tax is infinitesi-
mal as far as they are concerned. Any
man who can afford to possess such large
areas of land adjacent to railways without
using them ean easily afford to pay the
tax; the tax is altogether too light to
compel them to ent up their estates. The
effect of the tax, contrary to what is de-
sired, will be to create large estates, for it
is just the sort of tax which will affect the
small men and make them sell their pro-
perties, which will be then be bought up
by the big men. I implore the Govern-
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ment to be more eautious as we are really
going too far.

Mr. Bath: We might see how some of
these propositions turn out before econ-
stiueting new ones.

The TREASURER (Mr. Frank Wil-
son): As usnal, we heasr from the Lea-
der of the Opposition, in his pessimistic
tone, of the disastrous results that will
follow our railway policy. He gave
some general instances with regard to
Vietoria. I am not going to enter into
the history of the Vietorian railway
policy, but I want to point out that se
far in Western Aunstralia we have not
run amok in granting these faeilities of
transit to our settlers. Tt is passing
strange to me that, whenever a small agri-
cultural line of this deseription is pro-
posed for the consideration of members,
we have the whole question raised as to
whether we are by that means going to
ruin the State or otherwise; but when we
submit a large proposition in connection
with mineral country, such as the Black
Range railway, my friend opposite
quietly sits still and says nothing abont
it. :

Mr, Bath: The goldfields lines carry
the burden of the others.

The Minister for TWorks: Does the Cue
line do that?

The TREASURER: The Mount Mag-
net-Black Rauge railway has just been
passed to serve a small mining centre.
Ceriainly it is a very promising centre,
and I bthink it will develop ultimately in-
te a second Golden Milee We are per-
fectly justified in taking the risk; but we
hear nothing of these pessimistie utter-
ances when we suggest spending about
£200,000 or maore in coupling Black Range
with Mouut Magnet. As soon, however,
as mention is made of 15 miles of rail-
way, as suggested in this Bill, to open up
the eountry from Pinjarra, and ulti-
mately to go a few miles farther and tap
a very old and good agricultural settle-
ment, we hear that the country is going
to ruin, that we are verging on bank-
ruptey, and that we ought to stay our
hands. Why is that not suggested when
we proposg a much bigger scheme? It
stands to reascn that perbaps some little
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error might be made in eonneetion with
some of these lines, but I do not think
so, for they Lave been well considered
and threshed out, and each one of them
bas been before the Assembly in some
shape or form during the last 18 months.
They all appeared on the Loan Bill Jast
session, and most of them appeared on
the Loan  Estimates. They were
thoronghly debated on both occasions, and
ntw they appear before us in the shape
of Bills to authorise their construction.
I do not object to criticism, but I object
to general statements that will cause peo-
ple to think we are aeting in an incaun-
tious manner in introducing this measure.
We are going to carry out the policy of
developing our vast resources, mineral,
agnenltural and tunber, which we believe
s going to bring prosperity to our coun-
try, and which we ave sure has already
had benefleial results, notwithstanding
the very short time that has elapsed since
the Prenuer placed the policy before the
country. Anyone who cares to take the
slightest interest in the figures mentioned
from time to time in the House, who likes
to take notice of the large area under cul-
tivation and the large increase in the out-
put of our staple erops, and the faet that
our farmers are looking farther afield
and are going in for mixed farming and
dairying which ultimately will lead to
something greater, if members give these
things consideration, and we kifow that
our settlers are ineveasing in number in
the agricultural districts, they must come
to the conclusion that the future of the
State is going to benefit by the policy we
are advocating in a small degree in sub-
mitting this Railway Bill for the con-
sideration of the House to-night.

Mr. Bath: It has not had much effect
ont the railway receipts.

The TREASURER : Whereas the
traffie to the goldfields is smaller than in
the past it is increasing in the centres re-
ferred to. If the member for Guildford
were in his place to-night he could tell
members of the enormous strides being
made along the Great Southern Railway;
he would tell members that he has been
employed exclusively in these agricul-
tural cenires during the past two or three
years in his trade as a eontractor, and
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the records tell of the immense increase
in traffic from the cultivation of the land
and the produets of the soil in the shape
of wheat and other erops. The Leader
of the Opposition mentioned the pulling
up of the railways in Vietoria. I am
not sure of railways being pulled up.
One or iwo may have been. One to a
coal mining centre, I believe, was pulled
up, but I should like to ask wonld that
inerease the prosperity of this State?
I should like to say that standing still
will not bring proesperity to the country.
Pulling up a line which can be taken
to some place elsewhere—I would rather
run the risk of that than stand still. We
must bring prosperity te the ecountry.
We have been told that there are stagna-
tion and poverty. The member seems to
think because we are carrying out this
poliecy we shall bring the country to
poverty, and he says it 1is poverty
stricken now. I join issue with him
there. There is no portion of the
British FEmpire sounder to-day than
Western Australia. It is true that in
the Eastern States they have been having
their spurt and at the present juncture
are getting a larger volume of trade
than we are, but for steady, solid pro-
gress Western Australia to-day is per-
fectly sound and is a great example.

Mr. Bath: That is why the people
are going away.

The TREASURER: The population
is not going away as largely as the mem-
ber thinks. It is true we have not in-
ereased in population to a large extent,
and there are a few labour men who per-
haps are attracted by the little beom in
business in the Easiern States fo get em-
ployment over there who have left our
State te seek that employment. But I
may tell the hon. member on the other
hand some have returned to Western
Anstralia notwithstanding things are
supposed to be so prosperous in the East-
ern States; they prefer to come back to
Western Australia and take their ehance
with us. A good many have come back.
I only rose with the object of putting
the other side of the picture to some
slight extent before members and letting
them understand from a financial aspect
that although we have stringent times
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from a financial point of view, the State
is all right and we have no fear. With
the member for Gascoyne 1 admit caution
should be exercised. It is ne use em-
barking on large undertakings nntil yon
know where fo get your money from.
Mgz, Butcher: That is all I am asking.
The TREASURER: I am quite with
the member. The Cabinet are meu of
caution and at the same time they are
men of eonfidence and progress. I hope
we shall hear no more of these pessi-
mistie utterances and that these small
agrienltural lines which are going to do
50 much for YWestern Australia will be
passed by members without opposition
the same as the larger nndertakings to
serve the mineral centres of the State.

Mr. A. C. GULL (Swan): As a con-
sistent supporter of railways for West-
ern Australia, whether for mineral pur-
poses or apricultural purposes, | am
pleased to give my support to this
measure. I have a knowledge of the
country to be served. We have, praeti-
cally through having joined the federa-
tion, to rely more on the development
of our agrienltural resources now fhan
we ever had at any other time in the
history of Western Ansiralia. When
one avenne of progress is eut off, we must
perforce turn our attention to other
avenues. As far as this line is eon-
cerned, I know the country will benefit
and I am pleased to support the pro-
posal. Although the programme of rail-
way extensions is very heavy, and al-
though ecauntion is necessary, still I want
to call members’ attention to the faet
that all the years I have known Western
Australia, and they are many, I have
always heard the same old ery to every
advancement proposed in the ecountry
in the matter of railway extension, that
it would not pay. I think experience
has shown that such a ery was not
worthy of consideration for a moment.
If it had been, there would have been
no goldfields railways in Western Aps-
tralia, po agrienltural lines, and in many
instances mo trunk lines. 1 remember
the time when it was foretold that the
line from Perth to Fremantle was going
to be a great failure. Even going back
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to a few years, in modern times, we were
told that there was no possibility of
the trdmway service in Perth paying ;
there was no possibility of anything pay-
ing. One only had to go into the street
to know that. ~And the action of the
Perth City Couneil in giving the concern
to a private company instead of building
it themnselves proves this. That has heen
the ease ever since Western Aunstralia
was Western Australia. I want to sup-
port this line and other lines. Although
a Western Australian, and although that
epithet is for ever hurled against us, I
realise that under present conditions we
have to face the inevitable; we have
either to go forward or go backward,
and I am for going forward every time.
I say this advisedly: I woald sconer
fall over a precipice and die at once
than die of starvation. [Mr. A. J.
Wilson : You have a chance while starv-
ing.] Nearly all undertakings in a new
country must perforee have a eertain
element of speculation in them. What-
ever we have undertaken up to the pre-
sent has proved a suceess, and I am not
poing to be one now to say we have
reached a time when we should sit still
and allow the population we have to drift
away, because there is nathing doing in
the couniry, thereby inereasing the bur-
dens of taxation on those who are left.
1 prefer to go ahead and take what risk
there is and increase the population of
the country by a developmental policy,
thus reducing the amount of taxation
per head on those who are in the country.

Mr. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret):
One certainly rises to address oneself
to the subject of spur or agrieultural
lines with almost bated breath after
hearing the big guns from the Treasury
bench and the smaller pistols from the
cross-benches ; to dare get up and point
at the large finanecial undertakings that
the Government have in hand, and which
they are propesing in the short space of
time at the close of the session. I am
reminded by the member for Collie that
shows the Government are progressive.
I like their progressive action when on
the edge of the grave. This progressive
policy cannot be diseussed and investi-
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gated in this Chamber when there are
only four or five sitting days left, be-
canse if all be true it is the intention of
the Government to close this session
some day next week; and we are called
on in the last days of the Parliament
and the last moments of a tired Parlia-
ment to pledge the country to an expen-
diture of something like two millions of
money.

The Treasurer: What nonsense. These
proposals have been before the House 18
montbs, '

Mr. TAYLOR: The Treasurer speaks
in the way of caution. He says let uns
conduet the country by optimism; that
is the tenor of the Treasurer's remarks.
I want o tell ihe Treasurer and the Gov-
ernment that we have a deficit of some-
thing over £200,000, and the Government
bhave endeavoured to bring in taxation
propasals by which they will raise £80,000
to recoup the Treasury that is being
depleted. We have proofs in this Hounse
and the country of the way in which the
Government had to back down, humiliat-
ing themselves in the eyes of the people,
to get taxation proposals throngh to the
amount of £80,000. And the expenditure
which the House is now incurring will
require £100,000 for interest and sinking
fund which must come from the revenue.
Has the Treasurer pointed out to the
House how he intends to cope with that?
Will his taxation proposals now being
disenssed in another branch of the Legis-
lature recoup or wipe out the existing
defieit?

Mr. Collier : There will be interest and
sinking fund on one million.

Mr. TAYLOR: The interest and sink-
ing fund will amounnt te £100,000. There
is no spezker in this House who has advo-
cated any of the proposals as being pay-
able or reproduetive works. They have
all pointed out that these lines will settle
people on the lands, and that the State
will ultimately reap the benefit. I am
not going to disprove that; but I say
that it wiil be wise for a Government with
a big deficit, hefore increasing expendi-
ture from loan funds to increase that
deficif, to at least show how we are going
to get the revenue to meet the ‘expendi-
ture that we are incurring, At this late
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hour of the session, without members hav-
ing the opportunity of examination and
without having sufficient facts and de-
tails placed before them from experts in
the Railway Department and the Agri-
cultural Department to show by com-
puted figures what work these lines wiil
do, and what traffic they are likely to
get, between the first, second, fourth or
tenth year after eonstruction, we should
not be asked to pass these lines. We
have none of this information. In the
old House when railway Bills were under
discussion, the walls of the Chamber were
hung with maps showing, in the case of
lines of this deseripticn, the land that was
atienated, and that unalienated, and the
amount of settlement, the quantity of
stock, and the preduction of grain, and
the land under cultivation, and the areas
held by individuals, and the amount of
land ringbarked, ard the amount of land
under virgin forest ; all these details
were brought down with the approximate
eost ¢f the railway. Withont any know-
ledge of this conntry one eannot give any
idea of how this railway will pay. I
have listened to remarks about the line
passing through jarrah forests, and that
it i1s good agricultural couniry. The
Premier has pointed out that where the
jarrah is growing it is on ironstone ridges,
and that the land is not much good for
other purposes. Another hon, member
who knows the distriet says that the land
is good for fruit growing. There 15 a
discrepancy between the two statements.
Again the Treasurer pointed out as an
argument that this was “only a small
ling,” and the Treasurer accused members
on this side of the House for sitting in
silence “while they passed the Black
Range Railway that would require an
expenditure of £200,000.” Those were
the Treasurer’s words. The Premier
pointed out on the second reading of the
Black Range Railway Bill that the esti-
mated eost would he £134,000. There is
a discrepaney of £66,000. The Trea-
surer said it would be £200,000 to bolster
up an argument in favour of this other
Iine. It is unfair io hon. members, and
it will be unfair if it is printed in the
Press. We all know that the ntterances
of Ministers are utterances which should
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be recorded in the records of Parliaments,
and in all prebability they are recorded
in the Press, because they are utterances
of DMMinisters with responsibility that
should be recorded. We find the Pre-
mier sets forth, with the object of in-
fluencing the House to pass the Black
Range Railway Bill, that it will only
cost £134,000, and then the Treasurer
points ont that it will be £200,000. There
is a £66,000 discrepancy; but I suppose
tbat is not much for a Treasurer. The
Treagurer also points out that sinee these
agrienltural railways have been built,
the earnings of the railways have con-
siderably increased. I am not an au-
thority on that, perbaps the Treasurer
ig, but I rather think the Railway report
should be somewhat nearver the mark than
the Treasurer. The Railway report for
1906-7, dealing with the losses on our
railway system, says that in agrienltural
products there was a loss of £20,000 last
year. There was a loss of £97,000 in
various other things, but in agrieultural
products there was a loss of £20,000,

Mr, A, J. TPilson: The most accurate
test was the tonnage. Was there a fal-
ling off in the tonnage?

Mr. TAYLOR: The Treasurer was not
discussing the tonnage, he was disenssing
the finance.
bigger the tonnage the bigger the profits.
[Mr. A. J. Wilson: Not naturally.] The
Railway report will prove that the gold-
fields lines are carrying the rest of the
railways of the State. They are the only
railways that are paying. I only object
to that on the ground that the goldfields
people are paying too high freights.

Mr. Butcher : Do not forget the benefits

they get from the G@Goldfields Water
Scheme.

AMr. Scaddarn : And the rabbit-proof
fence.

Mr. TAYLOR: I know they are getting
great benefits from the Water Scheme and
fence.

My. Butcher :
fence. .

Mr. TAYLOR : Well, I heard it said.
At any rate the railway to Kalgoorlie is
praciically the only paying portion of the
railway system. The member for Swan
pointed out that if the Forrest Govern-

I did not say from the
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ment had been croakers like some members
to-night whe advise the House to go
cautiously, there would have been no rail-
way lines on the goldfields. But the posi-
tion of the State then was totally different
to the present condition. The Treasury
was then flowing over with money. They
could hardly shovel it out as quickly as
they got it in. Every boat was landing
erowds of miners, most of ther with their
pockets full of money they earned in other
States,

Mr, Collier : They came here and built
up this State.

Mr, TAYLOR : They came here and
gave it a place on the map of the Com-
monwealth. The position is totally dif-
ferent to-day. What does our Statisti-
cul Abstract say ? We have lost during
the 10 wonths of the present year, 785
people ; but we are told with all the
calmness the Treasurer ean muster up,
that our agricultural lines have improved
the earnings of our railways, and that we
are gaining population. The Railway
report gpeaks differently. It shows that
we are £20,000 to the bad this year in
agricultural products, while the Statisti-
cal Abstract says that we have lost 785
people in population. Let me here say
that a great proportion of those 785 were
wage earners who could not find work in
our country. I know hundreds of men
from the goldfields and timber areas who
have left this State to seek employment in
the other States owing to the depression
here. [The Premier : And they came
back again.] How could they have come
back again when we are 785 short? There
must have been thousands who went away
if they are coming back as the Premier in-
dicates. I am not in a position to discuss
the merits or demerits of this railway ex-
eept from what I have heard during the
debate ; but 1 have heard statements
which I ean correet in black and white
from authentic records and statements ;
that is in regard to the cost of the Black
Range railway and as to these spur lines
giving greater work to the railways and
settling wore people on the land. I find
there has been a falling off of £20,000
in agricultural produee, and that our
population has deereased in 10 months
hy nearly 800, which will mean 1,000 by
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the end of the year. In view of what T
can contradiet, because I have the
nuaterial at my hand, probably if I probe
the slatements as to the necessity for this
railway made by members on the Govern-
ment side, I would be just as able to con-
tradiet them with the same foree and
effect and accuraey as I have the points
I have already challenged. The figures
given by the member for (Fascoyne are
startling.

The Premier : Have youn not seen them
before ?

Mr. TAYLOR: XNo; but when we
take the whole length of the railways
proposed to be built, 600 miles, at the
eost pointed out by the hon. member, it
takes away that neaf little statement that
this is only a small line. As the Trea-
surer said : * This is only a small line of
16 niles ; it is nothing to pass.” The
Treasurer said this while accusing this
side of the House for passing in silence a
railway that would ecost £200,000, but
whiech the Premier, I believe with more
accaracy, said wonld only eost £134,000,
It is about time that we questioned these
seecond reading speeches ; and this is all
the more reason why we should oppose
the suspension of the Standing Orders to
pass such measures through all stages at
one sitfing. With the meagre informa-
tion at our disposal, rallway eonstruction
should proceed very slowly. None of
these agricultural railways has paid.
Some five years ago I opposed the Collie-
Narrogin line, showed that it would not
pay asle-grease, and pointed out a route
which would have been better for agri-
cultural purposes.

The Premier : Did you ever support
a railway project ¢

Mr. TAYLOR : I have supported tail-
way projects, and I will support them

again.

The Premier : Which one did you sup-
port ¢

Mr. TAYLOR : I am talking about

one that I did not support ; and that
one is not paying axle-grease, and the
settlers on it know that the forty odd
miles from Collie to Darkan, or to the
Williams River, eannot he justified as an
agricultural railway. It was said when
the line was moofed that it would ulti-
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mately supply the goldfields with fue!
from Collie; but that argument was
abandoned, and the projeet was after-
wards introduced as being an agricultural
line, whieh. however, passed over barren
lands. I am told by those who have seen
it that it is not good eountry, and I chal-
lenge the Premier to say that the forty
miles referred to is good agricultural
land. It is jarrah country, and that
country is not good for anything but
growing jarrah. It consists of ironstone
ridges, possibly useful as railway ballast.
In view of these facts, one who opposes
reckless expenditure ocught not to be
twitted with his pessimism.  Optimism
may be earried too far. We can, as the
member for Q(Gascoyne points ouf, ran
amok, and eall ourselves optimists. In
some of these proposals the Government
have practically run amok. I am not
convinged that I should be justified in
sapporting this Bill.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford) :
One becomes astonished at the amount of
criticism this proposal is reeeiving from
members who have never visited the lo-
cality, We have had much ecriticism of
the Premier’s speech; but last night we
had before us another railway projeet,

-and two different opinions were venti-

lated by members who took part in the
discussion. Last night I spoke both loud
and Jong on the Wickepin-Narrogin pro-
position. I spoke hecause I had person-
ally examined the loeality. But I found
that after all my trouble I received very
littie if any enconragement.  To-night
members waxed qguite eloguent on a ques-
tion they have never investigated, and
the other side of which they do not know.

Mr. Taylor: There is no rival rouie
to be considered in this case.

Mr. JOHNSON: No; but there is a
question of prineiple

Mr. Taylor : Rival rontes were dis-
cussed last night.

Mr. JOHNSON: TYes; but the main
question was the opening up of the Wic-
kepin Agricaltural Area. Like the mem-
her for Mount Magnet, I was opposed to
the Collie-Narrogin railway, becanse I
was convineed that twenty or thirty years
must elapse before we should need a rail-
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way to earry coal to the goldfields, and
that as an agricultural railway it could
never pay; and I was farther convineced
that the Williams and Darkan areas
should be connected with their natural
port, Fremantle. The route which I then
thought should have been selecied was
the route now proposed, fo open up Wil-
liams and the Darkan area through this
timber country, connecting with Pin-
jarrah, Marradong, or some other port
on the South-Western railway. We find
to-day that my contention is justified. We
built the Collie-Narrogin railway, but in
doing so we made a mistake, In twenty
years’ time that railway may be justified,
but it was when built an absolutely politi-
cal railway. Possibly members may say
that I built it. True, I was Minister for
Works; but I built it against my grain.
I bad to do it, becanse the Bill had been
passed by a previous Parliament, the rails
and fastenings had been ordered, and
there was no escape. I started the line
from Narrogin, but I intended to take it
only to Darkan, and I would bhave re-
signed my position rather than take it
any farther, because the country between
Darkan and Collie would not feed a bandi-
eoot. (Goodness knows the country from
Narrogin to Wickepin is bad enough, but
this land is considerably worse. But this
Bill eontains an altogether different pro-
position. The project now under dis-
cussion is to my mind sound, and I wish
to see thé railway consiructed, principally
to open up the timber country. We have
in our midst a timber eombine, ably re-
presented by a member of this House.
But we must realise that we have small
timber firms—millers and merchants whe
are trying to compete with that huge mon-
opoly. The difficulty of the small firms
is that they eannot get timber areas on
which to cut, and we find them bundled
from pillar to post. In the vicinity of
" Mundaring Weir Messrs. Bunning Bro-
thers are now cutiing timber, lifting it by
a crane in primitive fashion, landing it
at a siding, whence it is taken by the Min-
ister for Works to the Government rail-
way, and thence delivered to the yards
in Perth and at Maylands. We have
Messrs. Whittaker Brothers, whose small

" eoneession will not last long. Mr. J. ML
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Ferguson is in exactly the same position.
It is to assist these small firms that T wish
to see this railway built. It will open
up a good timber area, and I helieve the
Government desire equally to see that
these firms are thus enabled to compete
with the Combine, Again, we must real-
ise that the railway has some merits as
an agricultural line. T have not visited
the locality, but I remember the Forestry
Commission, the members of which were
of opinion that in the Flora and Fauna
Reserve we have s valuable timber asset.
This line will go within a reasonable dis-
tance of that reserve, and will give us

.an opportunity of allowing small firms

to establish it in mills which will supply
the people with timber at reasonable
prices. 1 agree that the Government are
going too far in the matter of railway
construction. I agree with the contention
of the Leader of the Opposition, that
there is to-day a sort of mania for rail-
way construction. Last night I made my
appeal, and 1 wiil appeal again on an-
other railway proposition on the Notice
Paper, that members shonld go a little
slower, should realise their responsibility
for voting huge sums of money to con-
struct these lines. This proposition, how-
ever, is justified from many points of
view; consequently I will support the
second reading.

Mr. A, J. WILSON (Forrest) : 1
should not have risen to speak but for a
reference which has just been made by
the member for Guildford (Mr. Johnsen).
There can be no doubt that I am
the member to whom he referved as ably
representing in this House a timber com-
bine. I wish to tell the hon. member
that there is nothing half so fishy in my
representation in this House as the hon.
member's eonnection with a Government
quarry which he, I believe, leased in
peculiar circumstances to some private
individual. As for the railway and the
Timber Combine, this is & question which
I, like all other members, am able to con-
sider entirely on its merits. I bhappen
to know the country that the railway will
serve, and to know also that this project
has been investigated by a beoard which
veported on the future of the timber in-
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dustry; and amongst the board’s recom-
mendations was the construction of a line
to open up the Flora and Fauna Reserve
for the cutting of marketable timber, I
believe the idea of the board was to con-
struct the line from a point some eight
or ten miles nearer to Perth than this
Bill proposes; but the engineering diffi-
culties in the way of getting to the top
of the range from anywhere in the
vicinity of North Dandalap were great.
Those difficulties are materially reduced
by starting as proposed in this Bill. En-
tirely apart from the question of epening
up timber country on the route, this line

will serve what is admittedly one of the .

oldest and finest agrienltural setflements
in the State; and that seitlement is within
comparatively easy reach of the terminus
of the line. Just so surely as it has been
found necessary to construct a railway
from Bunbury to the Great Southern, so
in the near future will the necessity arise
for another line connecting the South-
‘Western and the Great Southermn Rail-
ways from Pinjarrah to some point on the
Great Southern, whether Pingelly or some
other point is immaterial. The progress
of the Marradong distriet, one of the
most fertile in the State, had been ham-
pered by the difficulties of access to and
egress from the portion already settled on.
On either side of the proposed line is a
wide belt of wvaluable land eminently
suited for close settlement, which will be
tapped by the line and thus made avail-
abhle, No one will kazard the assertion
that this line will be payable from the
start, even from a timber point of view;
but I venture to say that the time is not
far distant when it will be a paying pro-
position apart from the timber traffie,
from an agrienltural point of view alone.
If we vegard it in the light of compari-
son with other agricultural railways, it
is an eminently more desirable proposi-
tion than many already passed, because
there is extending on either side of the
line almost from its commencement, to
the north, south, and east, a certain re-
turn to the State in the standing timber
estimated at anything from 35s. to a sov-
veipn. That advantage does not exist in
regard to a line built tv a gold-mining
centre, which may to-day yvield gold and
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in a wmonth’s time be treating stone show-
ing not a fly-speck of gold. The strong
point of this propositien is that there
will be fram a specified area through
which the line will run a certain return
to the revenue of the department, and
which undoubtedly must add to the gen-
eral welfare of the State as a whole.
Whatever justification there may be for
many of the goldfields lines, they are
¢ssentially specnlative in character; bu
in regard to this proposition nobody can
estimate the revenue it may earn. The
timber people are prepared to construet
this line free of cost to the State, if per-
mitted to do so; therefore it cannot be
such an unremunerative project the State
is now asked to embark upon in author-
ising this railway. The member for
Guildford made some reference to a com-
bine; but I wish members to bear in
mind that there has been for a number
of years in this State a combine of small
timber retailers, for the purpose of eon-'
trolling prices at which timber is sup-
plied to local consmmers. I do not know
that the granting of a concession to Mr.
Ferguson, or any other small mill-owner
will materially benefit the position so far
as the utilisers of cur hardwoods are
concerned. I make the statement only
in passing, so that the reference made to a
combine may not be understood. [Mr
Johnson: That justifies my remarks.) Tt
does not; because the hon. member used
the argument in favour of Mr. Ferguson,
who has for & number of years been part
aud parcel of a combine controlling the
price at which timber is retailed to the
people of Western Australia. What I
should like to see done in this regard is
that the Government, who are large users.
of timber, should reserve the most con-
vepient and eligible site in elose prox-
imity to this railway for the establish-
ment of a mill to supply their own timber
requirements. We ipight then have an
opportunity of testing the theory adve-
cated so eloguently by some members of
this Assembly, as to the advisability of
extending the prineiple of scecialism to
the nationalisation of the timbers of the
State. Here is a maguificent opportunity
presented to the Government for putting
the thing to the test. [3r. Johnson: You



Pinjarra-Marrinup

might change your mind when it ¢came on,
as you did on the land tax.] Whether I
change my mind or not will not affect the
position as regards the opportunity now
presented of giving a practical demon-
stration of the principle s¢ near and dear
to the heart of the member for Guildford.
Here is a magnificent opportunity. The
State is a large user of timber—no one
will deny that; then why not provide onr
own timber by availing ourselves of this
excellent opportunity of starting a State
mill under the most favourable condi-
tions likely to offer for some time? I
hope the Government will consider the
advisability of making such reservations
in regard to the fimber within reasonable
proximity to the railway, so as fo demon-
strate whether the Government are able
to provide for their own requiremenis on
more favourable terms then at present
prevailing. If they can, I say it is their
dufy to do so; and at any rate it will be
an opportunity for demonstrating what
can be done on a small scale, and if sue-
cessful T see no reason why the principle
should not be extended. But to say that
we should nationalise the timber industry
as it stands to-day is a vastly different
proposition, becanse certain vested in-
terests would have to be handled, which
wourld not be the case m regard to an
ggperiment in connection with this rail-
way. I hope members of the Opposition
who might otherwise be inelined to op-
pose this railway will at all events give
consideration to the possibility it presents
of establishing a State mill on this prac-
tically unalienated avea of 160,000 aeres.
The area is, with the exeeption of a small
portion which somehow got into the hands
of Whittaker Brothers, State lands; and
hefore the area beeomes alienated I trust
the Government will consider the advisa-
bility of acting on my suggestion. I do
not know that there is any erying demand,
until this principle has been settled, for
any farther alienation within the Fauna
and Flora Reserve, except under eondi-
tions that will gnarantee to the State a
reasonable return for the asset handed
over, enhaneced by the building of the
line and valuable for its proximity to a
market, I hope the House will agree to
this measure, as T am satisfied the time
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will come when it will be demonstrated
that this is one railway more justified
than most of those now proposed.

The PREMIER (in reply as mover) :
The motion before the House, taken
altogether, has been favourably received.
With the exception of a little adverse
eritieism from the Leader of the Opposi-
tion and the member for Mount Mar-
garet, the Bill has heen practically ap-
proved by members who have spoken.
The Leader of the Opposition stated in
the course of his remarks that we were
becoming affected by a midsummer mad-
ness in rushing railways through. But
as I have pointed out, the snggested
railways now before the Honse have
been bhefore the country practically since
May of last year; and the Loan Bill
anthovising the sums to be raised for the
construetion of these various works was
considered and debated in December of
last year.

Mr. Bath : But you promised then
that no work would be undertaken until
the Bills were brought down,

The PREMIER: That is so. I sa;
now that members have had an opport:-
nity of considering this question, and
many of them have taken that opportu-
nity and inspected the different localities
proposed to be served by the railways.
The hon. member held up Vietoria as an
awful example of a policy of railway
construction ron mad.  Apparently, how-
ever, there is a vecurrence of the old
disease in that State, and the same reck-
lessness is again being exhibited; boe-
cause a day or two since the Standing
Orders were suspended in the Victorian
House of Assembly to permit of the
passing through all stages of Bills authe-
rsing  the construction of the Nyora-
Woolamai and the Rupanyup-Marnos
Railways.

Mr. Bath : They have a standing com-
mittee to examine all proposed works:
and in connection with proposed railways,
the adjacent landowners wmust give a
guarantee before the line is construeted.
This is an altogether different proposi-
tiot,

The PREMIER: I take it that the
standing committee 1is composed of
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members of the House, and the only
difference is that the committee take the
responsibility of reecommending, whereas
here the Government take that responsi-
bility.

Mr, Bath : The committee recommend
only after examinaiion and investiga-
tion.

The PREMIER: I am awave of that.
The present Premier of Vietoria was for

some years chalrman of that board, and’

resigned the position when he took the
Prewiership. The member for Mt. Mar-
waret (Mr. Taylor} counselled the Gov-
crumer! to be cautious in their railway
piliey.  The hon, member is nat always
himself eautious in lis utterances, and
has on more than one vceasion stated
that the Government when bringing for-
ward measures of this deseription have
been actnated by a desire to give rail-
way facilities to different parts of the
State without first giving the subjeet
due consideration.

My, Taylor : 1 was not particularly re-
ferring to this railway.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
said these railway proposals had not
been sufficienily investigated; but I say
this proposal is on all-fours with the rail-
way proposition debated this afternoon.
The hon, member took exception to the
member for North Perth’s criticism on
the ground that he had an opportunity
when the motion for the favourable con-
sideration of the railway was before the
House last session, to objeet to it. In
return I may ask the Leader of the Op-
position why, when the motion asking
the Government to take this line into
consideration last year was disenssed, he
did not take exception then ?

Myr. Bath : Was it not at the tail end
of the session?

The PREMIER : No, it was intro-
duced in August and was ecarried in Sep-
tember. Of the lines construeted, no
less than 352 miles are in mining econ-
stitnencies, whieh are represented by
Opposition supporters, therefore as far
as the political aspeef is concerned, the
Clovernment c¢annot be charged with
giving spoils to the vietors. {Mr. 4. J.
Wilson: It is buying off the Opposition. ]
If we are attempting to do that, we are
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making a miserable failuye of it. I
think the argnments advanced in favour
of ihis line, more espeeially one brought
under the notice of the House by the
member for the distriet, are execellent.
The one which the member for Murray
brought up was that one saw-miller had
said he was prepared to give a guarantee
that if the line were construcied he
would erect a mill capable of entting 40
loads per day. This would practically
mean something like £80 per day spent
in wages at the mill, and would also re-
sult in an assured freight for the railway
frowm the start. There is every justifica-
tion for the construetion of the line.

Qnestion put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In ('ommittee, ele.
Mr. Hudson in the Chair, the Premier
in charge of the Bill
Clause 1-—agreed to.

Clause 2—Authority to construet:

Mr. BATH’S advice to the member
for North Perth did not recoil on his
own head, for the motion of the member
for Murray last year was urging the
Government to consider the advisability
of eonstructing the railway. There was
no request for a definite statement as
to the eunstruetion of the line. The
Treasurer in order to make up for the
poverty of his arguments or knowledge
always talked about members who op-
posed his ideas as being pessimistic about
the eountry. [The Treasurer : The hon.
member was pessimistic.] One was only
pessimistic about some of the eountry’s
advisers. The country would be all
right if it were only run right.

Clause put and passed.

(lauses 3 to 7, Schedule—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, the
report adopied.

Read a third time, and fransmitted to
the Legislative Couneil.

BILL—WONNERUP - NANNTUP
RAILWAY,
Second Reading moved.
The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore)
in moving the secend reading said: In
introducing these railway measures, one
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feels at a loss to use langnage that
will make them jnteresting to members.
There is no doubt a great deal of simi-
larity in regard to railway proposals, and
I do not intend to detain the House at
very great length in bringing before
its notice the measure I am now deal-
ing with. It seems to me, on certain
days we run on eertain subjeets; for
the other evening it was all nantieal,
and now if is all railway.

Mr. Bolton: 1t gives you a chance to
zce how members are taking them.

The PREMIER : It is a case of
making hay while the sun shines.
There are some interesting features

about this line, which possibly are not
known to members. In the early seven-
ties u certain company desired to obtain
the right to construet a railway from
‘Wonnerup to open up the timber country
in that vieinity. They were not satis-
fied with geiting the consent of the Gov-
ernment 40 do the work, but they ob-
tained a eoncession of 2,000 acres of land
for every mile of the line constructed.
They were not restricted either in the
land, for they were allowed to seleet it
in any portion of the State, and were
permitted to take up town lots in various
towns. This happened even in Perth
itgelf. If they could only have remained
solvent, they wounld have been the
wealthiest corporation in this State to-
day. Fortunately for the State, how-
ever, they became financially involved,
and after having acquired a consider-
able area in different portions of the
State, they had to forfeit their conces-
sion. There was the peculiar condition in
the conecession that provided they got up
steam once a year on the mill, they
could continue to hold the concession.
This was not a very hard condition, and
for somne eight or ten vears the land
was practically held on these conditions.
Eventually however, they sold ont. This
refers to the first 15 miles of the line
we are now considering, and to that por-
tion of it between Wonnerup and Mary-
vale. Later on a lease was granted
to Mr. Porritt, who iransferred it to
the Jarrahwood and Sawmill Company,
Limited, on the condition they should
relay the line with 45lb, rails, to take the
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place of the 25lb. rails which were
the line should be built satisfactorily to
the engineering authorities of the State.
This gentleman, after having constructed
the line to Maryvale found the timber
was practically cut out by the old Bal-
larat Company, and that it was necessary
to extend the lune. The new company
spent £26,000, and then extended the
line eight miles to what is known as
Jarralweod. In my poliey speech at
Bunbury I said it was our desire o ex-
tend to the settlers of Nanoup and dis-
trict vailway ecommunieation, and that
provided we ¢onld aequire this line at a
reasonable cost, we intended to do so,
but if the price was too high we would
construet a line from Busselton to
Jarvahwood and eontinue it to Nannup,
The distance would be about 25 iniles.
The length of this line is 24 miles, but
it will junetion with the present railway
line six miles from Busselton, therefore
the terminus of the line will be 30 miles
from the port. Afler econsiderable
negotialions the line was acquired. The
price orviginally asked was £23,000, but
as I stated on the Loan Estimates last
year, the Government were not prepared
after giving the matter every considera-
tion, o offer move than £14,000. We
remained firm, and after considerable
nerofiations thev agreed to accept the
£14,000.

Myr. Johmson: Was there not some ar-
rangement with the James Government
about eight miles of railway?

The PREMIER: I will explain that to
the hon. member so that he will know
exactly what we ave buying in this con-
nection. Tt is apparent by acquiring the
line at £14,000 we made a good deal in-
asmueh as 1f an entirely new line had
heen construeted from Busselton to Jar-
rahwood at £1,200 a mile itwould have cost
£30,000; while at the same fime we were
in this position; we wounld have had the
Government line and the company would
have owned the other line, and the two
lines would have heen rmining in competi-
tion with one another; also the com-
pany’s line would have heen taking the
timber, which ctherwise would have gone
towards the revenue of the Hailway De-
partmeni. The Government at the pres-
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ent time arve buying the unexpired portion
of the 21 years lease of the Nannup to
Maryvale line, the origingl eoncession to-
gether with eight miles from Maryvale to
Jarrahwood, less the rails that were pur-
chased Ly the James Government. That
is the eight miles referred to by the hon.
member. No doubt he has knowledge of
the subjeet as both the then Premier and
the Minister for Lands paid a visit fo
Nannup and made inquiries as to whether
it was advisable to purchase the line, and
from their utterances they considered it
a good proposal. In 1904, a deputation
wag nlroduced by the present Treasurer
to the James Government, and endea-
voured to make some arrangement where-
by they could use the line as a horse
tram, but they were in this position, that
the eight miles of that line belonged to
Millars. It was then suggested they
shouid pull up the 451, rails and put
down 23lb. rails along the line. But
after considering the wmatter the Govern-
ment decided that it was undesirable to
alter the weight of metals. The Treas-
urer intrnduced to the then Premier a
deputation of leading citizens in the Sus-
sex distriet, and urged on the Govern-
ment the necessity of handing over the
line to the Government and extending it
to Nannup, thus apening up the Lower
Blackwood. Tt was pointed out by the
deputation that this extenston weuld pass
through exeellent timber country, which
would settle some JM) or 500 people.
Large sums had heen spent on the Bus-
selton jetty. and it wae confended there
wouid he suffieient aceommodation there
for shipping, with every facility for an
export trade in timber and other preduets.
My, James did not eommit himself be-
vond stating that he thought in the very
near future Busselion should he eonnee-
ted wilh the Lower Bilackwood by rail-
way. Matfers then remained practically
i staly gquo, until the visit of Mr. Dag-
lish and Mr. Drew, when they expressed
sympathy with the project. The line has
been recently surveyed and located. On
the line already laid down it is found the
ruling grade is 1 in 40 and it is proposed
to keep that prade on the extension as
far as Nannup. The estimated cost of
construction is under £20,000, and the es-

[ASSEMBLY.]

Railway Bill.

timated working expenses, allowing for
six trains per week each way is £1,907
yearly, the estimated revenue is £3,237,
that is allowing for loeal rates on timber.
The line runs gewerally in a sonth-east-
erly direction, opening up some excellent
timber country. The timber traffic for
some time will be the main source of rev-
enue, and it 1s estimated that there will be
30,000 tons of timber carried over the line
per annum. The settlers in that district
will have n market for their produce at
their doovs. [Mr. Johnson: Who is cut-
ting there?] There is no one. The leases
were held by the Combine, They were
not working the line and simply held the
leases and I forfeited the leases. Sinee
then some country has been taken up un-
der the new form of tenure that I re-
ferred to when speaking on the Pinjarra-
Marrinap line.  Under timber permits
100,000 acres have been taken up for saw-
milling purposes by the W.A. Jarrahwood
Company, that is the Kirrup Company,
of which Mr. Shepherd is manager,
YWhen the line is constructed the eompany
are prepared to start without delay. At
the same time the Hewers’ Union at Collie,
who liave got ahout 3,000 acres out of the
original 12,000 acres left to cut, are
anxions to look abead so as to secure a
farther arvea for eutting ; and I have in-
structed the members of the Forestry
Board to visit Collie and see if the condi-
tions under which the reserve was granted
{o the hewers have been complied with ;
and to see that they are not wasting timber
but are getting the best out of the ecountry.
If we are satisfied, and knowing they
liave only 3,000 acres to cut over—the
combination is an excellent example of
what can be done by the men under good
managenient —they will diveet their af-
tention to this portion of the State and
see if they cannot locate themselves there.
The secretary, Mr. Jackman, waited on
me last weelk, being anxzious to look ahead,
he wished fo obtain my advice as to where
wonld be the best eountry to take up
land. They thought of going on the
Flora and Fauna Heserve. 1 peinted out
that as far as that reserve was concerned,
it wonld be more for local market tim-
ber and their’s was practically an export
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trade. I thought this would be a good
field of operation for them.

Mr. Johmson : Have they met their
obligations in connection with the pro-
position? .

The PREMIER: Yes; they have done
very well ; T am satisfied with them.
They have been under ecareful manage-
ment. The secretary seems to be a
shrewd business man and is very careful.
He has been able to meet his obligations.
The contracts have been taken from re-
sponsible people and they have been able
to get their money. It has cost them a
good deal to build their line. These
people are perfectly satisfied if they can
obtain concessions somewhat similar that
they will be able to go ahead again. An
area of 360,000 acres will be directly in-
fluenced by the line, of which 31,000 acres
have been alienated, 22,000 acres are
either cleared, rung or cultivated within
a reasonable distance of the line, and
110,000 acres are open for selection, and
Y may say, apart from the timber indus-
try, the line is intended to assist in a
direct degree the setilers on the Lower
Blackwood. Inspector Harold Brock-
man, in reporting on the country in March
last, recommended—

“That 30,000 acves to the south and
east of Ludlow bhe subdivided into
bloecks of 180 and 200 aeres. Two-
thirds of this land he considered to be
first-class, the rest fair second-elass,
suitable for cereals and root crops
with red gwn rises especially adapted
for stone fruits. His opinion of the
1and is as follows, and as he is a native
of the distriet sueh opinion ean be ae-
<cepted with respect:—He states: *The
land is fairly open plain and is equal
if not superior to the Boyanup which
is proving so remunerative; my opinion
of this country has risen considerably
during the last two years from the re-
sults obtained by the various adjacent
holders, which results have been ob-
tained under the most primiiive meth-
ods of working. This line of couniry
was referred to by me some few years
ago as being abouf the only portion of
these large plains at that time worth
the Government spending money on,
but since then I have had some fair ob-
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Jject lessons to eaunse me to have an en-
hanced opinion of the country as a
whole.’ He farther recommends that
the prineiple of survey before selection
be applied to this area. Apart how-
ever, from this, the area to be traversed
by the proposed line opens up an im-
mense possibility for the sheep and
dairy farmers; the rick flats of St.
John's creek contains soil which should
have no superior for fodder erops, and
with the eopioas rainfall should be an
ideal dairy eountry.”

It is stated on good authority this dis-
triet will earvy 10,000 cows that will pro-
duce at least one-fourth of the hutter we
require in the State at the present time.
We know what dairying did for Vietoria,
it practically lifted that country out of
the muod at a time when it needed assist-
ance, and when her industries were being
developed. And the dairyving possibilities
of that country are small eompared with
the possibilities of our South-West Div-
ision, and that trade ean-be taken from
Vietoria.

My, Johnson: Dairying left Busselton
in the mud.

The PREMIER: At one time a butter
factory was established at Busselton, but
they started the butfter factory before
having the cows. In these eircumstances
we hope to have the cows first. The bulter
faetory is now doing well since they have
more cows there.

Mr. Bath: Was not the trouble that
when they got the cows they could not
feed them?

The PREMIER: No doubt the membar
for the distriet will he able to give all
detailed information, 1 do not know
whether they could not feed the cows or
wilk them. Notwithstanding the criticism
levelled at the Minister in chavge of the
Agrieultural Department as to the impor-
tation of dairy stoek, Le intends to con-
tinve in {he policy of importing dairy
cows. And with this inducement offered
to farmers in the shape of cows and sheep
on two years’ terms, it will give the dairy-
ing industry a good fillip.

Mr. Bath: What security do they give?

The Honorary Minister: On the cows
and the land.
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The PREMIER : I stated the other
night in reference to the dairying indus-
try that Mr. Ranford bas lately been to
Victoria, and he says he saw paddocks
bare of grass, and that wheal was in no
place more than six inches high, He is
satisfied that with carefnl management
there is every possibility in the very near
future that we shall be able to meet our
requirements for butter, As te tim-
ber near this line, two years ago
we reserved 30,000 acres containing a
large quantity of splendid timber. In
faet for long bheams and piles for deep
water jetties this area is unequalled
in the State. Some of the long lengths
for South Ameriea were procured here
and sent wia Bridgetown to Fremantle
and Bunbury for shipment. Under the
new timber regulations the State will be
able to derive more revenue from these
timbers. Instead of a man being able to
cut as many beams as he can cut for a
license fee of £3 a month, the new regu-
Iations provide for a royalty on a sliding
seale. The longer the beam the higher
the price per foot we make the royally
charge. We also promise to make a re-
serve in ihe vicinity of Maryvale for the
Railway Department. The ex-Commis-
sioner of Railways before retiring said he
was desirous of obtaining a rveserve
where the department could get sleepers,
and this land was looked upon as suitable.
Consequently if the line is approved of
we will be able to get our own sleepers
here for railway renewals. We have
also a vreserve of 12,000 acres for a
pine plantation. On the Loan Estimates
we have provided £3,000 for a pine plan-
tation. A contract has been let for clear-
ing the land and it will be ready for
planting next year. The department
hope to he able to arrange for planting
considerable areas year after year, and
eventually to have the whole area planted.
I have already pointed out the success
that has attended the planting of pines in

outh Australia. The pinus insignis
seems to be especially adapted for our
conditions. It has a quick growth. As
an indication of what can be done, just
prior to the Show an eight year old pine
grown at the State Nursery was sawn up
and converted into 42 fruit cases. The
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height of the tree when felled was 54 feet
and the mean girth was two feet seven
inehes. The log when ready for the saw
contained about 200 superficial feet of
timber. Another area was reserved some
years ago for ringbarking when Mr.
Richardson was Minister for Lands; that
is the Tanjannerup Estate. It was ring-
barked before heing thrown open in 1897,
and I will quote two reports which I have
received, because it is interesting to note-
how the ringbarking has improved the
land in that vieinity. Inspecting Sur-
veyor Brockman in Qectober, 1808, re-
ported :—

“The Tanjannerup Estate is well
grassed thronghout, and is most suit-
able for farms and orchbards. Ring-
barking has made a marked improve-
ment in the grass, and this should be
still more wnoticeable after another
year.”

Inspector Thompson veporting to the
Lands Department in 1889 said:—

“I inspected the remaining blocks
on this area and found that the trees
practically all died and few have shot
up again from the butts, which is gen-
erally the worst feature in ringbarking
in this class of conntry. I am of opin-
ion that the present price, 12s. 6d. ar
sere, 1s most reasonable and should
certainly not be lowered, especially as
the pavments extend over a period of
20 vears. The area pgenerally looks
well and has well repaid the ouilay ex-
pended on it for ringbarking, as it has
proved a good object lesson to the set-
tlers in the immediate neighbourhood
who have gone in extensively for ring-
barking with splendid results as far as
grazing is concerned and the water sup-
ply has also considerably increased.”

I do not kunow that I need say anything
more in favour of the propesition. I had
certain notes here in regard to dairying
and in regard to what dairying has
done for Viectoria and other parts of
the Commonwealth, but anything I have
to say in that direction I will reserve for
my coneluding remarks. It is well for us
at this stage to econsider whether we
should not by all means in our power en-
courage the dairying industry, and I do
not know any distriet in the State more
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-adapted for it than this rich valley of
the Blackwood. No donbt the couniry
has been kept back owing to the faet that
cthere has been no railway communication.
The cost of making roads is a serious
consideration. Whereas as in some of
‘the eastern districts and on the goldfields
one ean practically drive anywhere with
a buggy, it is a big consideration making
-roads in this district, and the cost of eul-
verts 3s a big thing in railway construe-
tion, owing to the many creeks and rivers
that traverse the area referred to. I do
not know that 1 need add anything far-
‘ther than to say that I feel satisfied that
if the line is comstructed it will do much
1o open up the area referred to, and it
will enable those people who have taken
np the 100,000 acres under saw-milling
permit to get to work at once. It will
also assist us in onr proposals for pine
planting, and will render available for
the sleeper hewers a eerfain area, while
an area will be made available for the
Railway Department fo put their hewers
in to get their sleepers for renewals or
for other railway eonstrnetion which is
being done departmentally. T have much
pleasure in moving the second reading
of this Bill.

On motion by M.
Jjourned.

Bath, debate ad-

ADJOUURNMENT.

The House adjourned af 10.52 o’clock,
uutil the next day.
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Questions : Conditional Purchase I.mh:lmes 1671

Reeerve Lease ot Mingenew ... 1671

Sitting Hours, Extengion . 1672

Bills: Game Act Amendment;, ‘2. und Com. 1672

Electoral (preferentml votmg. ete. ), 2k, re'
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District Fire annd . 1E. . 1e85
Land und Incuma Tax (to :mpose ‘a tax), Com, o5

.o 1685-
le?l.ed Pnrtnershxpa, order chsc]:nrged 1688

The PRESIDENT took tbe Chair at
4.30 o'clock p.m.

Prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: The Land
Aet, 1898: Regulations. The Cemeteries
Aet, 1897: Davyhurst Puoblic Cemetery,
Statement of Reeceipts, ete. The Land
Aet, 18098, and Amendment Aet, 1902:

Permission to constrwet Timber Tram-
ways.
QUESTION —CONDITIONAL PUR-

CHASE LIABILITIES.

Hon. C. A, PIESSE asked the Colonial
Seeretary (without notice): When was
it likely that a returmm would be brought
down showing the amount owing by the
conditional purchase holders of this State?
The return was moved for last session,
and promised by the Colonial Secretary.
This session it had been again referred to.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
must not debate it. He could only ask a
question.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY could
not give the member an answer without
notice.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: Would it be ne-
eessavy to give notice of another motion?

The PRESIDENT : If the informa-
tion were desired, the hon. member must
give notice, in the event of the Minister
not being ready to answer the question
forthwith.

QUESTION-—RESERVE LEASE
MINGENEW.

Hon, J. M. DREW asked the Colonial

Secretary: 1, Ias any portion of Depot

AT



